
Listening examples:  CSM week #2

1- https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QCiQho5DzfY
2- https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TCsV7EIhoMU
3- https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wGZOMSmj26g
4- https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YRkGh-H5Nlw
5- https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=euZcUku9XiE
_________________________

More Romantic (1820-1900) Nationalism (orchestral and German Romantic Opera)

1-Edvard Grieg (Norwegian) composer.  Excerpts from, Peer Gynt Suite #1

   ... Morning Mood (2:45) ... a beautiful theme, as in a morning sunrise; theme and variations.

2-another excerpt from, Peer Gynt Suite #1 ... In the Hall of the Mountain King (2:33)

   ... more playful and ominous sounding; it slowly builds in volume and increases in tempo and intensity.

... this (#1 and #2) was incidental music for a play by Henrik Ibsen, based on a Norwegian folk tale.  Peer is the main character, an idle and boastful youth ...  

3-Richard Wagner (German) composer.  Excerpts from, Die Walkure (The Valkyrie)
   ... Act 3, Opening (first 2:40) ... the famous “Ride” leitmotif/theme of the warrior women who ride in on “winged horses” ... used an enormous orchestra featuring brass (including 8 french horns, bass trumpet, various sized trombones, Wagner tubas and contrabass tuba); woodwinds (piccolos, English horn, and bass clarinet; large percussion section (cymbals, triangle, glockenspiel, gong); and strings (including 6 harps).

4-Wagner, excerpt from the same opera ... Act 1, Closing (from 3:43 to end at 11:35) ... this features two of the main characters, twin brother and sister Siegmund and Sieglinde, the offspring of Wotan, father of the gods (for whom Wednesday, or Wotan’s Day, is named) and a mortal mother.  In this scene, the two discover that they are brother and sister.  Sieglinde tells Siegmund that he is “the chosen one” and has the strength to pull the magic sword from the tree (or stone?).  Subject matter derived from medieval German epics.  He displayed a profound feeling for nature, employed the supernatural as an element of the drama, and glorified the German land and its people.

**opera excerpts include dialogue translated in English.

5-Johannes Brahms (German) composer.  Symphony #3, 3rd movement (A-B-A’)

... a beautiful melody, yearning, introduced by the cellos.  Lyrical and melancholic with a waltz-like feeling; alternates between minor-major-minor; woodwinds featured in the middle section; french horn solo brings a return to A.  Brahms was a traditionalist, very romantic but stayed strictly within Classical forms.

