16,000,000 square miles, more than a quarter of the land surface

of the globe. To its first human inhabitants, tens of thousands of
years ago, this enormous domain they had discovered was literally a world
unto itself: a world of miles-high mountains and vast fertile prairies, of
desert shrublands and dense tropical rain forests, of frigid arctic tundra
and hot murky swamps, of deep and fecund river valleys, of sparkling-
water lakes, of canopied woodlands, of savannahs and steppes—and thou-
sands upon thousands of miles of magnificent ocean coast. There were
places where it almost never rained, and places where it virtually never
stopped; there were places where the temperature reached 130 degrees
Fahrenheit, and places where it dropped to 80 degrees below zero. But in
all these places, under all these conditions, eventually some native people
made their homes.

By the time ancient Greece was falling under the control of Rome, in
North America the Adena Culture already had been flourishing for a thou-
sand years. As many as 500 Adena living sites have been uncovered by
modern archaeologists. Centered in present-day Ohio, they radiate out as
far as Vermont, New York, New Jersey, Pennsylvania, Maryland, and West
Virginia. We will never know how many hundreds more such sites are
buried beneath the modern cities and suburbs of the northeastern United
States, but we do know that these early sedentary peoples lived in towns
with houses that were circular in design and that ranged from single-family
dwellings as small as twenty feet in diameter to multi-family units up to
eighty feet across. These residences commonly were built in close proxim-
ity to large public enclosures of 300 feet and more in diameter that mod-

Comnmw, NORTH AMERICA and South America cover an area of
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emn archaeologists have come to refer to as “sacred circles” because of
their presumed use for religious ceremonial purposes. The buildings they
constructed for the living, however, were minuscule compared with the
receptacles they built for their dead: massive tombs, such as that at Grave
Creek in West Virginia, that spread out hundreds of feet across and reached
seven stories in height—and that were commonplace structures throughout
Adena territory as early as 500 B.C.!

In addition to the subsistence support of hunting and fishing, and gath-
ering the natural fruit and vegetable bounty growing all around them, the
ancient Adena people imported gourds and squash from Mexico and cul-
tivated them along with early strains of maize, tubers, sunflowers, and
other plant domesticates. Another import from the south—from South
America—was tobacco, which they smoked through pipes in rituals of cel-
ebration and remembrance. From neighboring residents of the area that
we now know as the Carolinas they imported sheets of mica, while from
Lake Superior and beyond to the north they acquired copper, which they
hammered and cut and worked into bracelets and rings and other bodily
adornments.

Overlapping chronologically with the Adena was the Hopewell Culture
that grew in time to cover an area stretching in one direction from the
northern Great Lakes to the Gulf of Mexico, in the other direction from
Kansas to New York. The Hopewell people, who as a group were phys-
iologically as well culturally distinguishable from the Adena, lived in per-
manent communities based on intensive horticulture, communities marked
by enormous earthen monuments, similar to those of the Adena, that the
citizenry built as religious shrines and to house the remains of their dead.?
Literally tens of thousands of these towering earthen mounds once covered
the American landscape from the Greart Plains to the eastern woodlands,
many of them precise, geometrically shaped, massive structures of a thou-
sand feet in diameter and several stories high; others—such as the famous
quarter-mile long coiled snake at Serpent Mound, Ohio—were imagina-
tively designed symbolic temples.

No society that had not achieved a large population and an exception-
ally high level of political and social refinement, as well as a sophisticated
control of resources, could possibly have had the time or inclination or
talent to design and construct such edifices. In addition, the Hopewell peo-
ple had trade networks extending to Florida in one direction and Wyo-
ming and North Dakota in the other, through which they acquired from
different nations of indigenous peoples the copper, gold, silver, crystal,
quartz, shell, bone, obsidian, pearl, and other raw materials that their ar-
tisans worked into elaborately embossed and decorative metal foil, carved
jewelry, earrings, pendants, charms, breastplates, and other objets d’art, as
well as axes, adzes, awls, and more. Indecd, so extensive were the Hoj
well trading relationships with other societies throughout the contin
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1.0¢ archaeologists have recovered from the centers of Hopewell culture in
¢ Ohio more materials originating from outside than from within the re-
» gion.” o .

%+ To the west of the Hopewell there emerged in time the innumerable

?,-‘vil!agcs of the seemingly endless plains—large, usually permanent com-
£ substantial, multi-family homes and common buildings, the

. unities O
4 ,tv,i‘llagcs themselves often fortified with stockades and dry, surrounding moats.
': These were the progenitors of the people—the Mandan, the Cree, the Blood,
¢the Blackfoot, the Crow, the Piegan, the Hidatsa, the Arikara, the Chey-
' enne, the Omaha, the Pawnee, the Arapaho, the Kansa, the Iowa, the Os-
“age, the Kiowa, the Wichita, the Commanche, the Plains Cree, various
\-separate nations of Sioux, and others, including the Ute and Shoshoni to
“the west—who became the classic nomads on horseback that often serve
a5 the popular American model for all Indian societies. But even they did
“not resort to that pattern of lifc until they were driven to it by invading
“armies of displaced Europeans.

. Indeed, although the modern horse originated in the Americas, by 10,000
"B.C. or so it had become extinct there as well. The only survivors from
then until their reintroduction by the Spanish were the Old World breeds
that long ago had moved across Berengia in the opposite direction from

that of the human migrants, that is, from east to west and into Asia. Thus,

there could not have been a nomadic life on horseback for the Indians of
"the plains prior to European contact, because there were no horses in North
~-America to accommodate them. On the contrary, most of the people who
lived in this region were successful hunters and farmers, well established
in settled communities that were centered—as are most of today’s mid-
western towns—in conjunction with the rivers and adjoining fertile valleys
of the Great Plains. Others did relocate their towns and villages on cyclical
schedules dictated by the drastically changing seasons of this area, disas-
sembling and reassembling their portable homes known as tipis. These
dwellings were far different from the image most modern Americans have
of them, however; when one of the earliest European explorers of the
southwestern plains first came upon an Indian village containing scores of
carefully arranged tipis “‘made of tanned hides, very bright red and whire
in color and bell-shaped . . . so large that in the most ordinary house,
four different mattresses and beds are easily accommodated,” he marveled
at their comfort and extraordinary resistance to the elements, adding that

“they are built as skillfully as any house in Italy.”*

Since the land area supporting the people of the plains included about

a million square miles of earth—that is, more than twice the area of for-

merly Soviet Central Asia—all generalizations about the societies and cul-

1at occupied the land are invariably rife with exceptions. Roughly
g, however, the Indian peoples of the western plains thrived well
post-Columbian era on the enormous herds of bison—along with
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elk, deer, bears, and other game—that these descendants of ancient wooly
mammoth hunters had used as their primary means of sustenance for
thousands of years. The same generally was true on the southern plains.
But these varied peoples also were very active traders, principally with the
other, more densely settled cultures of the plains to the north and to the
east who raised advanced strains of maize and beans and other lesser-
known plant crops, such as the unprepossessing but widely grown prairie
turnip—which has three times the protein content of the potato and nearly
the same level of vitamin C as most citrus fruits.’

Far to the north of the plains settlements, from Baffin and Ellesmere
islands, off the coast of Greenland in the east, to the Yukon and beyond
in the west, lay the enormous Arctic and Subarctic areas, inhabited by the
Iglulik, the Nelsilik, and other Eskimo peoples, as well as the Aleut, the
Koyukon, the Ingalik, the Tanana, the Kulchin, the Han, the Nabesna,
the Tagish, the Hare, the Tahltan, the Kaska, the Tsetsaut, the Sekani,
the Dogrib, the Salteaux, the Naskapi, the Beothuk, and others. If it were
a country unto itself, this dominion today would be the seventh largest
nation on earth in land area, just behind the entire continent of Australia,
but larger than all of India including Kashmir.

The first people to migrate here had moved into what one archaeolo-
gist has called “the coldest, darkest, and most barren regions ever inhab-
ited by man.” But they were a hardy and tenacious lot whose varied and
ingenious dwellings ranged from the well known iglu snow house (usually
about 30 feet in diameter and often connected by domed passageways to
clusters of other iglus as well as to large common rooms for feasting and
dancing) to the huge semi-subterranean barabara structures of the Aleutian
Islands, each of them up to 200 feet long and 50 feet wide, and housing
more than 100 people. The residents of these northernmost regions sur-
vived the rigorous tests of the natural environment, and they flourished;
as that same archaeologist who had described this area in terms of its cold,
dark, and barren harshness later acknowledged, the early inhabitants of
the Arctic and Subarctic possessed all the tools “that gave them an abun-
dant and secure economy [and] they developed a way of life that was
probably as rich as any other in the nonagricultural and nonindustrial
world.”’¢ For subsistence, along with the fish that they caught, and the
birds that sometimes flocked so thickly overhead that they threatened to
cover the sky, the people of this land hunted polar bears, arctic fox, musk
oxen, caribou, and narwhals, seals, and walruses.

Forbidding though this place may seem to residents of the rest of the
world, to its native people there was nothing, apart from one another, that
they treasured so much. Observes anthropologist Richard K. Nelson, writ-
ing of the Koyukon, a people still living there today:

To most outsiders, the vast expanse of forest, tundra, and mountains in the
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v . . But in fact the Koyukon homeland is not a wilderness, nor has it been
tIor millennia. This apparently untrodden forest and rundra country is thor-
g'oughly known by a people whose entire lives and cultural ancestry are in-
“ extricably associated with it. The lakes, hills, river bends, sloughs, and creeks

are named and imbued with personal or cultural meanings. Indeed, to the
: Koyukon these lands are no more a wildemness than are farmlands to a farmer

\ or streets to a city dweller.”

¢Nelson’s point is affectingly well illustrated in a story told by environmen-
"4l author Barry Lopez about “a native woman [of this region], alone and
"¢ elancholy in a hospital room, [who)] told another interviewer she would

¢l ise her hands before her eyes to stare at them: ‘Right in my

‘sometimes ral . :
‘fiand, I could see the shorelines, beaches, lakes, mountains, and hills I had
AT 1 18

"been to. I could see the seals, birds, and game. . .
‘4 From the panhandle of Alaska south through the upper northwest and
-an down to the California border lived so many different culmural com-
“Funities, densely settled and thickly populated, that we h.avc‘ no hope of
.#er recovering anything close to a complete record of their vibrant pasts.
‘- ‘thc Makah, the Strait, the Quileute, the Nitinat, the Nooksack, the Che-
‘tnakum, the Halkomelem, the Squamish, the Quinault, the Pcntla.tch,.t}!e
‘Sechelt, the Twana, and the Luchootseet are a baker’s dozen of linguisti-
‘c:illy and culturally separate peoples whose communities were confined to
the relatively small area that today is bounded by Vancouver to the north
“and Seattle to the south, a distance of less than 150 mnles: Overall, how-
'ever, the native peoples of the northwest coast made their bomes along
.thore than 2000 miles of coastline. Compared with other regions, archa'c-
ological research has been minimal in the northwest. As a result, while
traditional estimates of the population prior to European contact ra‘rely
exceed a third of a million people, many more than that pfobably lived
along this strip of land that is more extensive tl.\an the coastline of Peru—
an area that supported about 6,500,000 people in a much harsher environ-
ment during pre-Columbian times. Indeed, one recent sruc-ly has put the
opulation of British Columbia alone at over 1,000,000 prior to Western
contact.’ In addition to the coastal settlements, moreover, even as late as
the nineteenth century, after many years of wholesale devastation, more
than 100 tribes representing fifteen different language groups lived on in
British Columbia, Washington, Oregon, and Idaho—including the Chc!an,
the Yakima, the Palouse, the Walla Walla, the Nez Petcc', the Umatilla,
the Cayuse, the Flathead, the Coeur D’Alene, the Kalispel, the Col-

ville, the Kootenay, the Sanpoil, the Wenatchee, the Methow, the
Okanagan, the Ntlakyapamuk, the Nicola, the Lillooct, the Shuswap, and

more. ’
Similarly, from the northern California border down to today’s Golden

Gate Bridge in the west and Yosemite National Park in the east, an area
barely 250 miles by 200 miles, there lived the Tolowa, the Yurok, the

Koyukon homeland constitute a wilderness in the absolute sense of the word.

LRI ISISTSRRVINEOININAONG
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Chilula, the Karok, the Shasta, the Wiyot, the Whilkut, the Hupa, the
Matrtole, the Chimariko, the Yana, the Nongatl, the Wintu, the Nomlaki,
the Lassik, the Wailaki, the Sinkyone, the Yuki, the Cahto, the Modoc,
the Achumawi, the Atsugewi, the Maidu, the Nisenan, the Washo, the
Konkow, the Patwin, the Wappo, the Lake Miwok, the Coast Miwok, the

fbounty nature had given them. Although many of them were, in a techni-
rcal sense, hunter-gatherer societies, so rich in foodstuffs were the areas in
which they settled that they had to move about very little in order to live
twell. Writing of the Ohlone peoples—a general name for forty or so in-
, ‘dependent tribes and many thousands of people who inhabited the coastal
Pomo, .and a 'branch Of the _N°‘th°‘:“ Paiute—to name th some of .‘-:;fa between present-day San Francisco al:1d II)\/Iomcrcy——Malcolm Margo-
the Indian nations of this region, again, all culeurally and linguistically o h ¢ it well: 5
distinct peoples, a diversity in an area of that size that probably has never >{1n i |
been equaled anywhere else in the world. And we have not even mentioned o
the scores of other independent native communities and cultures that once
filled the land along the entire western seaboard of Oregon and central
and southern California, thick populations of people living off a cornuco-
pia of earth and marine resources.

As in so much of ancient America, the social and political systems of
the west coast cultures varied dramatically from one locale to the next.
Much of the northwest, for example, was inhabited by permanent settle-
ments of fishing and intensive foraging peoples who lived in large wooden-
planked houses that often were elaborately decorated with abstract designs
and stylized animal faces; many of these houses and public buildings had
an image of an animal’s or bird’s mouth framing their entryways, some-
times with huge molded wooden “beaks” attached that when open served
as entrance and exit ramps. Northwest coast peoples are perhaps best known,
however, for their rich and demonstrative ceremonial lives and their steeply
hierarchical political systems. Thus, the most common symbolic associa-
tions we make with these cultures involve their intricately carved totem
poles and ritual masks, as well as their great status-proclaiming feasts known
as potlatches. Indeed, from the time of first European contact on down to
contemporary ethnohistorical investigation, to outsiders the single most
compelling aspect of these peoples’ lives has always been their flamboyant
display of wealth and their material extravagance. Given the natural riches
of thc;r surrom;ding tc}.x‘wironmcnt~-—inclucling lush and game-filled ever-
green forests, salmon-thick rivers, and ocean waters warmed by the Japa- Santa Barbara islands. lyi i i

: : : : , lying 25 to 70 miles off the coast—San Miguel,
:t?:dc.urrent—such festivals of conspicuous consumption are easily under- San;a lRosa' Santa Cn;z, Sjn;a Catalina, San glemcfn;e,d Santa Ba}:bara, Sa:ll
. b b . Nicholas—were populated by ““a great number of Indians” who greete
lic:-ttzl pceoapltcsl-?f lrcsgurccdnch California also were known for their com- the Spanish ships in friendship and traded with them in ceremonies of
P oastal-inland trade pctworks and for their large multi-cultural eace. In all, from the islands to the coasts to the valleys and the plains
ﬁcsta.s whfch apparently functioned in part to maintain and expand trade fh ¢ h bsc,rv d, Cabrillo wrote, this “densely populated countr
relationships.!® But in addition—and in contrast to their neighbors to the " i earcs :)0 - VZ : fine. 14 : Sl S 4
?;@—mz (jalifomia' peoples were not_c»sforthy for their remarkably egal- pp]ust what :h? popl;lation of California was at this time is unknown.
de vea. A dcmograncal:?' ordered societies. As anthropologists long ago The most commonly cited estimate is something in excess of 300,000—
Cu;:u::::rat:)c 5 nz::s:e S:ls (l)t::):lm(;l pe.opl:i:s suchdas the Wintu found it diffi- while other calculations have put it at 700,000 and more.'® Although the
0 foreign wcrf thosg ——“— tsoguzﬁciinv:an cczc;"?o:xl 'R;:;c;r language, larger figure is regarded by many scholars as excessive, both it and the
California’s Indian peoples th% e el feyvsvc:c dlire;ctl e tor }"nOSt of lower number represent estimates for California’s Indian population only
Y 0-ihe great in 1769, the time of the founding of the Franciscan mission—that is, more

/s

With such a wealth of resources, the Ohlones did not depend upon a single
staple. If the salmon failed to run, the people moved into the marshes to
hunt ducks and geese. If the waterfowl population was diminished by a
drought, the people could head for the coast where a beached whale or a
run of smelts might help them through their troubles. And if all else failed,
there were always shellfish: mussels, clams, and oysters, high in nutrients
and theirs for the collecting. . . . All around the Ohlones were virtually
inexhaustible resources; and for century after century the people went about
their daily life secure in the knowledge that they lived in a generous land, a
land that would always support them.!2

r"s

#In short,” as Margolin writes, “the Ohlones did not practice agriculture
or develop a rich material culture, not because they failed, but because
they succeeded so well in the most ancient of all ways of life.””!3

¢ Other California pegples did practice agriculture, however, and the very
eatliest European explorers found it and the numbers of people living in
the region awe-inspiring. Describing his voyage along the southern Cali-
fornia coast in 1542 and 1543, Juan Rodriguez Cabrillo repeatedly noted
in his journal comments on the large houses he observed; the “very fine
valleys [with] much maize and abundant food”; the “many savannahs and
groves” and “magnificent valleys” that were “densely populated”—as was,
he added, “the whole coastline.” Again and 2gain, wherever he went, he
marveled at the “many pueblos,” the “dense population,” and the “thickly
settled” coasts and plains. Even the small and subsequently uninhabited
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than two centuries after initial Spanish incursions into the region. Even at
the time of Cabrillo’s voyage in 1542, however, the Indians reported to
him the presence of other Spaniards in the area who, he wrote, “were
killing many natives.” And there is clear evidence that European diseases
had a serious impact on California’s native peoples throughout the six-
teenth and seventeenth centuries.!® Since, as we shall see in a later chapter,
during those same two centuries the native population of Florida was re-
duced by more than 95 percent, primarily by Spanish-introduced diseases
but also by Spanish violence, it is likely that the indigenous population of
SIalifomia also was vastly larger in the early sixteenth century than it was
in 1763. A population of 300,000 for all of California, after all, works
out to a population density somewhere between that of the Western Sa-
hara and Mongolia today—hardly suggestive of Cabrillo’s “thickly settled””
and.“dcnsc.ly populated” environs. Indeed, 700,000—rather than being ex-
c.asxve.—wdl in time likely turn out to have been an excessively conserva-
tive estimate.

Tq the east of California lay the vast, dry spaces of the southwest,
what is now southern Utah and Colorado, parts of northwestern Mexico
southern Nevada, west Texas, and all of Arizona and New Mexico. The,
Papago, the Pima, the Yuma, the Mojave, the Yavapai, the Havasupai, the
Hualapai, the Paiute, the Zuni, the Tewa, the Navajo, the Hopi, the Towa
the.Cocopa, the Tiwa, the Keres, the Piro, the Suma, the Coahuiltec, and’
various Apache peoples (the Aravaipa, the Coyotera, the Chiricahua, the
Mx{nbreno, the Jicarella, the Mescalero, the Lipan) are just some of the
major extant Fultures of the southwest. And all these large cultural desig-
nations contain within them numerous smaller, but distinctive, indigenous
communities. Thus, for example, the Coahuiltecs of the Texas-Mexico
borderlands actually are more than 100 different independent peoples who
are grouped together only because they speak the Coahuiltec language,1?

Thc major ancient cultural traditions of this region were those of the
Anasazi, th'e Hohokam, and the Mogollon. Together, these cultures influ-
c.nced the lives of peoples living, from east to west, across the virtual en-
turety of modern-day Arizona and New Mexico, and from middle Utah
and Coloradq in the north to Mexico’s Sonora and Chihuahiua deserts in
the south. This area has supported human populations for millennia, pop-
ulations thaf were growing maize and squash more than 3000 years ;go e
Indeed, agriculture in the pre-Columbian era attained a higher level .of
development among the people of the southwest than among any other
group north of Mesoamerica. Beginning 1700 years ago, the Hohokam,

for example, built a huge and elaborate network of canals to irrigate their

crops; Just one of these canals alone was 8 feet deep, 30 feet wide, 8 miles
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their extraordinary artistry, craftsmanship, and architectural engineering—
Kfrom fine and delicate jewelry and pottery to massive housing complexes.
*+; Among the numerous outstanding examples of southwest architectural
cachievement are the Chacoan communities of the San Juan Basin in Colo-
‘rado and New Mexico, within the Anasazi culture area. Chaco Canyon is
“mear the middle of the San Juan Basin, and here, more than a thousand
Jyears ago, there existed the metropolitan hub of hundreds of villages and
~at least nine large towns constructed around enormous multi-storied build-
“ing complexes. Pueblo Bonito is an example of one of these: 2 single, four-
story building with large high-ceilinged rooms and balconies, it contained
/800 rooms, including private residences for more than 1200 people and

ydozens of circular common rooms up to 60 feet in diameter. No single

rstructure in what later became the United States housed this many people

juntil the largest apartment buildings of New York City were constructed”
‘in the nineteenth century. But in its time Pueblo Bonito was far from unique.
«Poseuinge, near present-day Ojo Caliente, is another example among many:
:a complex of several adjoining three-story residential buildings, Poseuinge
(or Posi) contained more than 2000 rooms.?°
¢ In the dry surrounding countryside the people of this region—not only
the ancient Hohokam—constructed intricate canals and ditches, with
diversion dams, floodgates, and other runoff control systems, alongside
‘which they planted gardens.?! So successful were these water management
systems that, as Peter Nabokov and Robert Easton have observed, “vir-
tually all of the water that fell in the immediate vicinity was channeled
down spiliways and troughs to feed their gardens and replenish their res-
ervoirs.”*? And in recent decades aerial photography has revealed the
presence of great ancient roadways up to 30 feet wide that linked the
bundreds of Chaco Canyon communities with at least fifty so-called outlier
population centers up to 100 miles away, each of which contained its own
complex of large, masonry pueblos. In all, it appears that these roads con-
nected together communities spread out over more than 26,000 square
miles of land, an area the size of Belgium and the Netherlands combined—
although recent.studies have begun to suggest that the Chaco region was
even larger than the largest previous estimates have surmised. Indeed, as
an indication of how much remains to be learned about these ancient peo-
ples and societies, in the Grand Canyon alone more than 2000 indigenous
hahitation sites have thus far been identified, of which only three have
been excavated and studied intensively—while almost half of the canyon’s
1,200,000 acres of land area has never even been seen at close range by

an archaeologist or a historian.”
. Despite the enormous amount of organized labor that was necessary

to construct their carefully planned communities, the native people of the
southwest have always been known for their political egalitarianism and
their respect for personal autonomy. The earliest Spanish visitors to the

Tong, and was able to bring precious [ife to 8000 acres of arid desert-fand.
“QOther ca.nil?‘camcd water over distances of more than 20 miles.’® The
general lingering fame of these societies, however, rests predominantly on
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southwest—including Franciso Visquez de Coronado in 1540 and Diego
Pérez de Luxdn in 1582—frequently commented on the widespread equal-
ity and codes of reciprocity they observed among such Pueblo peoples as
the Hopi and the Zuni; the only significant class distinctions that could be
discerned were those that granted power and prestige (but not excessive
wealth) to the most elderly women and men.?* Observing the descendants
of these same peoples 400 years later, twentieth-century anthropologists
continue to reach similar conclusions: it is “fundamentally indecent,” an-
thropologist Clyde Kluckhohn once wrote of the Navajo, “for a single
individual to make decisions for the group.”? That was far from the case,

however, for the Indians of the southeast who were encountered by Her- -

nando de Soto in the carly sixtecnth century during his trek north through
Florida in search of gold. Here, much more hicrarchical political and per-
sonal arrangements prevailed.

At one location during his travels in the southeast de Soto was met by
the female leader of the Cofitachequi nation who was carried in a sedan
chair, was wrapped in long pearl necklaces, and rode in a cushion-filled
and awning-covered boat. She commanded a large area of agriculturally
productive land, once settled with dense clusters of towns and filled with
impressively constructed ceremonial and burial sites. In plundering those
sites de Soto’s men found elegantly carved chests and art objects, pearl
inlaid and copper-tipped weapons, and other valuables (including as many
as 50,000 bows and quivers) that at least one of the conquistadors com-
pared favorably with anything he had seen in fabulously prosperous Mex-
ico or Peru. It was an apt comparison, not only because the jewelry and
pottery from this area is distinctly similar in many respects to that of
Mesoamerica and the Andes, but because large and dense city-like settle-
ments, built in stockade fashion and surrounded by intensely cultivated
agricultural plantations were common here, as were state and quasi-state
organizations in the political realm. Major cultural centers here include
those of the Caddo peoples, the Hasinai, the Bidai, the Atakapa) the Tun-
ica, the Chickasaw, the Tuskegee, the Natchez, the Houma, the C ocktaw,
the Creek, the Tohome, the Pensacola, the Apalachee, the Seminole, the
Yamasee, the Cusabo, the Waccamaw, the Catawba, the Woccon—and
again, as in other regions, many more. No other part of North America
outside of Mesoamerica had such complex and differentiated societies, and
no other area outside of the northwest coast and California was so lin-
gu(ilstic;lly diverse—much more diverse, in fact, than Western Europe is
today.

Pottery developed in this region at least 4000 years ago and true agri-
culture followed about 1000 years later. Although the people of the south-
east did hunt and fish, they lived primarily in sedentary communities dis-
tinguished by clusters of towering temple mounds, large public buildings
that each held scores and sometimes hundreds of assigned seats for politi-
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fcalzand religious gatherings, and assemblages of individual family houses
hat'spread out over as many as fifteen to twenty miles. The people living
in<these state-like communities largely were nourished by enormous fields
bficorn, beans, and other produce that they harvested in two or even three
¢rops cach year and stored in corn cribs and granaries. They were superb
yasket-makers, carpenters, potters, weavers, tanners, and fishermen. Some,
Hlike:the Calusa, fished from large canoes in the open ocean, while they and
others also gathered clams and oysters from the coasts and used weirs and
basket trzz;ps and spears and stupefying herbs to catch fish in rivers and in
streams.
E-:z;’gilhc Calusa, in fact, are especially intriguing in that they defy conven-
ggpfral rules of political anthropology by having been a complex of hunt-
ing; fishing, and gathering societies that also were sedentary and highly
stratified, with politically powerful and centralized governments. Para-
mount chiefs, who commanded standing armies of warriors who had no
Fother 'work obligations, ruled directly over dozens of towns in their dis-
tricts, ‘while controlling dozens more through systems of tribute. Class
;rrankmgs inch.ndcd nobles, commoners, and servants (who were military
éci'zgznves), while there were specialized roles for wood carvers, painters,
-engravers, navigators, healers, and the scores of dancers and singers who
g“c_tformcd on ceremonial occasions. And such festivities were both fre-
squent and major affairs: one European account from the sixteenth century
gdescnbs a paramount chief’s house as large enough to accommodate 2000
people “without being very crowded.” Morcover, such buildings were not
vespecially large by southeastern coast standards. As J. Leitch Wright, Jr.,
inotes: “similar structures in Apalachee, Timucua, and Guale (coastal
¢Georgia) held considerably more.”28 .
% . Elaborate social and cultural characteristics of this nature are not sup-
.posed to exist among non-agricultural or non-industrial peoples, but like
-maany of the hunting and gathering societies of the northwest, the Calusa
"lived in an environment so rich in easily accessible natural resources that
-agriculture was not needed to maintain large, stable, politically complex
_settlements. One measure of the great size of these communities can be
‘seen in the middens—the refuse collections studied by archaeologists—that
the Calusa left behind. Throughout the world, among the largest shellfish
middens known to exist are those at Ertebolle in Denmark, where they
range up to 30 acres in size and almost 10 feet in height. In comparison,
‘shell middens from Calusa areas throughout southwest Florida have been
found covering up to 80 acres of land and reaching to heights of 20 feet—
that is, many times the cubic volume of the largest Erteballe middens. And
yet, enormous as these deposits are—testifying to extraordinary concentra-
tions of population—ethnohistorical and archaeological evidence indicates
that shellfish were not a major component of the Calusa diet.?
Far to the north of the Calusa and the hundreds of other cultural cen-
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ters in what today are Florida, Georgia, Mississippi, Louisiana, Arkansas,
Kentucky, South Carolina, North Carolina, Tennessee, and Virginia, re-
sided the Tuscarora, the Pamlico, the Secotan, the Norttaway, the Weape-
meoc, the Meherrin, the Powhatan, the Susquchannock, and the Dela-
ware—to just begin a list that could be multiplied many times over, Beyond
them, of course, were the great Northern Iroquoian nations—the Seneca,
the Oneida, the Mohawk, the Onandaga, the Cayuga, the Wenro, the Erie,
the Petun, the Neutral, the Huron, and the St. Lawrence Iroquois. And the
New England Indian nations—the Pennacook, the Nipmuk, the Massachu-
sett, the Wampanoag, the Niantic, the Nauset, the Pequot, the Mahican,
the Narrfiganset, the Wappinger, the Mohegan, and more. Traditionally
these native peoples were thought to have lived in very thinly populated
settlements, but recent re-analyses of their population histories suggest that
such separate nations as the Mohawk, the Munsee, the Massachusett, the
Mohcgap-l’cquot, and others filled their territorial areas with as many or
more residents per square mile as inhabit most western regions in the present-
da){ United States. Overall, according to one estimate, the Atlantic coastal
plain from Florida to Massachusetts supported more than 2,000,000 peo-
ple before the arrival of the first Europeans.3? ’
Probably the most common association that is made with the congre-
gations of northeastern cultures concerns their sophisticated domestic po-
litical systems and their formal networks of international alliances, such as
the Five Nation confederacy of the Iroquois League, founded in the middie
of the fifteenth century and composed of the independent Mohawk, Oneida,
Onondaga, Cayuga, and Seneca peoples. Many writers, both historians
anc.i anthropologists, have argued that the League was a model for the
United States Constitution, although much controversy continues to sur-

round that assertion. The debate focuses largely on the extent of Iroquois
influence on Euro-American political thought, however, since no one de-
nies there was some influence.3l Indeed,

: ! as numerous historians have shown,
overall American Indian political and social organization had a powerful
impact on European social thought, particularly in seventeenth- and
exghtt.:eqthwcntury France? In any case, however the controversy over Ir-
0quoats influence on the U.S. Constitutio

i . . n eventually is decided, it will not
minimize the Iroquois achievement, since—as one of the originators of the

notion of a connection between the League and the Constitution, J.N.B.

Hewirtt of th? Smithsonian Institution, admitted when he first propounded
the hypothesis more than fifty years ago:

Some of the ideas incorporated in the League of the Five Nations were far
too radical even for the most advanced of the framers of the American Con-
stitution. Nearly a century and a half was to elapse before the white men
could reconcile themselves to woman suffrage, which was fundamental in
the .Indian government. They have not yet arrived at the point of abolishing
capital punishment, which the Iroquois had accomplished by a very simple
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legal device. And child welfare legislation, prominent in the Iroquois scheme
of things, had to wait for a century or more before the white men were ready

to adopt i

To limit a description of female power among the Iroquois to the
Zachievement of “woman suffrage,” however, is to not even begin to con;
‘yey the reality of women’s role in Iroquois society. As the Consntlunofxlﬁ ﬁ
- the Five Nations firmly declared: “The lineal descent of the people o the -
“Five Nations shall run in the female line. Women shall be coqsucll\ired t ;
%‘f:rogcnitors of the Nation. They shall own ﬂxcjland and the sonl.d emlanis
“women shall follow the status of the mothcr."’ i I.n her survey anh ana yi;d
- ot the onigins of sexual inequality among the major cultures of the world,

this is how anthropologist Peggy Recves Sanday describes the exception of
che Iroquois:
k\.r

In the symbolic, economic, and familial spheres the Iroquois w;rc 'rlna;g:r:
chal, that is, female dominated. Iroquoian women bcaded thc:i ami l:r : g-
house, and much of the economic and ccrcmome%l life centered on the gnd
cultural activities of women. Men were responsible for hunting, war, a:d
intertribal affairs. Although women appointed men to League p‘c;:inons aton
could veto their decisions, men dominated League deliberations. ’Ti tensnl ’f

between male and female spheres, in which females dominated village blui
and left intertribal life to men, suggests that the sexes were scl(‘)arat; 7
equal, at least during the confederacy. Before the confederacy, when t de ‘:1 )
dividual nations stood alone and consisted of a set of loosely organize )
lages subsisting on the horticultural produce of women, females may ha

overshadowed the importance of males.**

""fPerhaps this is why, as Sanday later remarks: “Archacolog.lgahcxﬁavi::i’:;
- of pre-Iroquoian village sites show that thf)' were ““f,om €d, sm?f o
that if there was an emphasis on warfare, it |.aCk:cal6malor economic
) - 36 And perhaps this also
- vation, and conquest was an unknown objective.”"" later
helps account for the unusually strong egalitarianism ‘:l‘:n amor!llgwm ch
* Iroquois people—as among other native peoples of the no . east;: ot
carly European visitors invariably remarked. The Jesuit 1cn;: el
voix, for instance, traveled throughout what today is New ‘}’1‘ 1,1 [ndian
gan, and eastern Canada and marveled at the e.arly age at whic g e
, children were encouraged, with success, in seemingly cc?ntradxctory ;rso-
tions—toward both prideful independence and cooperative, cpmmt:!;)a ..
cialization. Moreover, he noted, the parents accoWPEiShed this Sga rh:rs
ing the gentlest and subtlest of techniques. Whlle. fathers anc lt}Olcs >
neglect nothing, in order to inspire their cl)nldr’c'n with ccrta‘l‘rtlh prmClkP e
honour which they preserve their whole lives,” he wrote, “they take 3
always to communicate their instructions on this head, in an mdx.rect manf
ner.” An emphasis on pride and honor—and thus on the avoidance o
shame—was the primary means of adult guidance. For example, notes
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Charlevoix: “A mother on secing her daughter behave ill bursts into tears;
and upon the other’s asking her the cause of it, all the answer she makes
is, Thou dishonourest me. It seldom happens that this sort of reproof fails
of being efficacious.” Some of the Indians, he adds, do “begin to chastise
their children, but this happens only among those that are Christians, or
such as are settled in the colony.”*” The most violent act of disapproba-
tion that a parent might use on a misbehaving child, Charlevoix and other
visitors observed, was the tossing of a little water in the child’s face, a
gesture obviously intended more to embarrass than to harm.

Children, not surprisingly, learned to turn the tables on their parents.
Thus, Charlevoix found children threatening to do damage to themselves,
or even kill themselves, for what he regarded as the slightest parental cor-
rection: “You shall not have a daughter long to use so,” he cites as a
typical tearful reaction from a chastised young girl. If this has a familiar
ring to some late twenticth-century readers, so too might the Jesuit’s con-
cern about the Indians’ permissive methods of child rearing: “It would
seem,” he says, “that a childhood so ill instructed should be followed by
a very dissolute and turbulent state of youth.” But that, in fact, is not what
happened, he notes, because “on the one hand the Indians are naturally
quiet and betimes masters of themselves, and are likewise more under the
guidance of reason than other men; and on the other hand, their natural
disposition, especially in the northern nations, does not incline them to
debauchery.” 38

The Indians’ fairness and dignity and self-control that are commented
on by so many early European visitors manifested themselves in adult life
in various ways, but none more visibly than in the natives’ governing
councils. This is evident, for example, in a report on the Huron’s councils
by Jean de Brebeuf during the summer of 1636. One of the most “remark-
able things” about the Indian leaders’ behavior at these meetings, he wrote,
“is their great prudence and moderation of speech; I would not dare to
say they always use this self-restraint, for I know that sometimes they sting
each other,—but yet you always remark a singular gentleness and discre-
tion. . . . [E]very time I have been invited [to their councils] I have come

out from them astonished at this feature.””® Added Charlevoix on this
same matter:

It must be acknowledged, that proceedings are carried on in these assemblies
with a2 wisdom and a coolness, and a knowledge of affairs, and I may add
generally with a probity, which would have done honour to the areopagus
of Athens, or to the Senate of Rome, in the most glorious days of those
republics: the reason of this is, thar nothing is resolved upon with precipi-
tation; and that those violent passions, which have so much disgraced the

politics even of Christians, have never prevailed amongst the Indians over
the public good.*
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Similar observations were made of other Indian societies up and down
the eastern seaboard.*! In addition, most natives of this region, stretching
from the densely settled southern shores of the Great Lakes (with a pre-
Columbian population that has been estimated at close to 4,000,000) across
to northern Maine on down to the Tidewater area of Virginia and over to
the Cumberland River in Tennessee, displayed to their neighbor‘s, and to
strangers as well, a remarkable ethic of generosity. As the Jesuit Joseph
‘Frangois Lafitau, who lived among the Indians for six years, observed: “If
a cabin of hungry people meets another whose provisions are not entirely
exhausted, the latter share with the newcomers the little which remains to
them without waiting to be asked, although they expose themselves thereby
.to the same danger of perishing as those whom they help at their own
expense so humanely and with such greatness of soul. In Europe we should
find few [people] disposed, in like cases, to a liberality so noble and mag-
aificent,” 42
2 As with our earlier enumerations and comments on native peoples across
the length and breadth of the continent, these examples of eastern indige-
.nous cultures are only superficial and suggestive—touching here on aspects
Eof the political realm, there on intimate life, and elsewhere on material
.achievement, in an effort to point a few small spotlights into corners that
‘conventionally are ignored by historians of America’s past. Untold hundreds
-of other culturally and politically independent Indian nations and tribes
that we have not even tried to survey filled the valleys and plains and
woodlands and deserts and coastlines of what are now Canada and the
United States. So many more, in fact, that to name the relative few that
‘we have, this tiny percentage of the whole, risks minimizing rather than
.illustrating their numbers. Perhaps the best way to convey some sense of
these multitudes and varieties of culture is simply to note that a recent
Jisting of the extant Indian peoples of North America prqduccd a compi-
Jlation of nearly 800 separate nations—about half of vyl}xch are lformally
:rccognizcd by the United States as semi-sovereign political enut‘xcs—bqt
“then cautioned that the list “is not exhaustive with regard to their subdi-

visions or alternate names. There are thousands more of both.”*
" In the same way that in the villages and towns and nations of other
.continents—of Asia and Africa and Europe—the social structures and po-
litical networks and resource production systems of different communities
i varied greatly from place to place and from time to time, $0 t?o was .tl}ere
‘astounding diversity and multiformity among North America’s aboriginal
peoples. As on those other continents, both in the past and in the present,
‘some communities were small, isolated, provincial, and poor, barely scrap-
ing subsistence from the soil. Others were huge urban and commu::raal
centers where large numbers of people, entirely freed ftqm thF necessity of
-subsistence work, carried out other tasks of artistry, engineering, construc-
tion, religion, and trade. And, between these extremes, there was a rich
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passed the limits of Indian farming at all. . . . In general, it may be said
that the plant domesticates of the New World far exceeded in range and
efficiency the crops that were available to Europeans at the time of the dis-
covery of the New World. . . . The ancient Indian plant breeders had done
their work well. In the genial climates, there was an excellent, high yielding
plant for every need of food, drink, seasoning, or fiber. On the climatic ex-
tremes of cold and drought, there still were a remarkable number of plant
inventions that stretched the limits of agriculture about as far as plant growth
permitted. One needs only to dip into the accounts of the early explorers

variety of cultural organization, a great diversity of social design. But in
all these communities, regardless of size or organizational complexity, hu-
man beings lived out the joys and sorrows, the mischief, the humor, the
high seriousness and tragedy, the loves, fears, hatreds, jealousies, kind-
nesses, and possessed all the other passions and concerns, weaknesses and
strengths, that human flesh throughout the world is heir to.

Over time (again as in the histories of the other continents), cultures

and empires in North America rose and fell, only to be replaced by other
peoples whose material and political successes also waxed and waned while and colonists, especially Spanish, to know the amazement with which the

the long centuries and millennia inexorably unfolded. Not all the cultures Europeans learned the quality and variety of crop plants of Indian husban-
surveyed in the preceding pages were contemporaneous with one another; dry.

certain of them ascended or declined centuries apart. Some of the sociceties
that we have mentioned here, and some that went unmentioned, have long Still, wildly inaccurate though the popular historical perception of In-
since disappeared almost without a trace. Others continue on. Some have “dian America as an underpopulated virgin land clearly is, on one level—a
had their remains so badly plundered that virtually nothing of them any comparative level—the myth does contain at least a shred of truth. For
longer exists—such as the once-massive Spiro Mound, a monument of an ‘ despite the large, prolific, sophisticated, permanently settled, and culeurally
eastern Oklahoma people, that was looted of its treasures in the 1930s by varied populations of people who inhabited the Americas north of Mexico
the farmer who owned the land on which it stood. Literally tons of shell, prior to the coming of Columbus, their numbers probably did not consti-
pearl, and other precious objects were hauled out in wheelbarrows and tute more than 10 to 15 percent of the entire population of the Western
sold by the side of the road. And then, for good measure, once the mound ' Hemisphcrc at that uame.
was emptied, the farmer had it dynamited into rubble.*

In contrast, other large communities have left immense and permanent 11

reminders of their past glories—such as the huge earthen mound at Ca- 2

hokia, lllinois. At the center of a large community that sprawled down the The number of people living north of Mexico in 1492 is now generally
banks of the Illinois River for a distance as great as that from one end of  estimated to have been somewhere between what one scholar describes as
San Francisco to the other today, with houses spread out over more than Sy conservative total” of more than 7,000,000 and another’s calculation
2000 acres of land, stood a gigantic man-made structure extending ten “of about 18.000,000.*” These figures are ten to twenty times higher than
stories into the air and containing 22,000,000 cubic feet of earth. At its the estimates of scholars half a century ago, but even the largest of them
base this monument, which was larger than the Great Pyramid of Egypt, is dwarfed by the population of central Mexico alone on the eve of Euro-
covered 16 acres of land. About 120 other temple and burial mounds rose Cpcan contact. As noted earlier, probably about 25,000,000 people, or about

“seven times the number living in all of England, were residing in and around

up in and aro-und Cahokia which acted as the urban core for more than f
fifty surrounding towns and villages in the Mississippi Valley, and which the great_valley of Mexico at the nme of Columbus’s arrival in the New

by itsclf probably had a population of well over 40,000 people. In size and
social complexity Cahokia has been compared favorably with some of the
more advanced Maya city-states of ancient Mesoamerica.*s And it was
fully flourishing almost 2000 years ago.

These, then, are just some examples of the great multitudes of perma-
nently settled societies that constituted what commonly and incorrectly are
Fhought of today as the small and wandering bands of nomads who inhab-
ited North America’s “virgin land” before it was discovered by Europeans.
In fact, quite to the contrary of that popular image, as the eminent geog-
rapher Carl O. Sauer once pointed out:

For the most part, the geographic limits of agriculture have not been greatly
advanced by the coming of the white man. In many places we have not

~World.
" But the Aztec empire, with its astonishing white city of Tenochtitldn,

":was at the end of the fifteenth century only the most recent in a.long line
-of magnificent and highly complex cultures that had evolved in Meso-
“america—where more than 200 separate languages once were spoken—

“over the course of nearly three thousand years.

- Some time aroun ¢
'Valley of Oaxaca, each of them containing probably no more than a dozen

“or so houses surrounding a plaza that served as the community’s ceremo-
‘nial center. After about 1000 years of increasing sophistication in the te,:ch-
“niques of growing and storing foodstuffs, by 1500 B.C., around the time
~of Amenhotep I in Egypt and a thousand years before the birth of Pericles
‘in Athens, these people had begun to merge iinto the Olmec Empire that
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34 AMERICAN HOLOCAUST

was then forming in the lowlands off the southemmost point of the Gulf

coast in Mexico. Very little detail is known about Olmec culture or social

structure, nor about everyday life in the other complex societies that had

begun to emerge in northwest Central America at an even earlier time. But

there is no doubt that in both regions, between 1500 B.C. and-2000.B.C.,
there existed civilizations that provided rich cultural lives for their_inhabi-
tants and that produced exquisite works of art.”

“The core of the Olmec population was situated in a river-laced crescent
of land that stretched out across the Isthmus of Tehuantepec on Mexico’s
southern Gulf coast. At first glance this appears to be an inhospitable area
for the founding of a major population center and civilization, but periodic
flooding of the region’s rivers created a marshy environment and the rich-
est agricultural lands in Mexico—land that often has been compared to
the Nile delta in Egypt. From about 1200 B.C. to 900 B.C. the center of
Olmec culture was located in what is now known as San Lorenzo, after
which it was moved to La Venta. Here, in the symbolic shadow of their
Great Pyramid—about 3,500,000 cubic feet in volume, a construction project
that is estimated to have taken the equivalent of more than 2000 worker-
years to complete—the Olmecs farmed extensively, worshiped their gods,
enjoyed athletic contests involving ball games and other sports, and pro-
duced art works ranging from tiny, meticulously carved, jade figurines to
enormous basalt sculpted heads more than ten feet tall.

Neither the jade nor the basalt used for these carvings was indigenous
to the areas immediately surrounding either of the Olmec capitals. The
jade apparently was brought in, along with other items, through a compli-
cated trade network that spread out across the region at least as far as
Guatemala, Honduras, Nicaragua, and Costa Rica. The basalt, on the other
hand, was available from quarries in the Tuxtla Mountains, a little more
than fifty miles away. From here in the mountains, writes archaeologist
Michael Coe, in all probability the stones designated to become the huge
carvings “were dragged down to navigable streams and loaded on great
balsa rafts, then floated first down to the coast of the Gulf of Mexico, then
up the Coatzacoalcos River, from whence they would have to be dragged,
probably with rollers, up the San Lorenzo plateau.” Coe observes that
“the amount of labor which must have been involved staggers the imagi-
nation,” as indeed it does, considering that the finished sculptures formed
from‘l;hae enormous boulders themselves often weighed in excess of twenty
tons.

Before the dawn of the West’s Christian era another great city was
forming well north of the Olmec region and to the east of the Lake of the
Moon—Teothuacan. Built atop an enormous underground lava tube that
the people of the area had expanded into a giant cave with stairways and
large multi-chambered rooms of worship, this metropolis reached its pin-
nacle by the end of the second century A.D., about the time that, half a
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%%'oxld away in each direction, the Roman Empire and the Han dynasty in
:China were teetering on the brink of ultimate collapse. Teotihuacan was
%ﬁded into quarters, bisected from north to south and east to west by
‘two wide, four-mile long boulevards. Constructed around a nine-square-
‘mile urban core of almost wall-to-wall buildings made from white stucco
that was brightly painted with religious and mythological motifs, the over-
41l -alignment of the city—with everything consistently oriented to 15 de-
igrees 25 minutes cast of true north—evidently had religio-astronomical
-meaning that has yet to be deciphered.’® At its peak, the city and its sur-
:roundings probably contained a population of about a quarter of a million
’ff;eople, making it at the time one of the largest cities in the world. The
Hdensity of population in the city itself far exceeded that of all but the very
argest American metropolises today.

%¢-Teotihuacan too had its great pyramids—the huge, twenty-story-high
gyga'mid of the Sun and slightly smaller Pyramid of the Moon. In addition,
ithe city contained numerous magnificent palace compounds. Typical of
'r:aj'e:se was the Palace of Xolalpan, with 45 large rooms and seven fore-
f’ffburts arranged around a sunken central courtyard that was open to the
;sky. Smaller sunken courts existed in many of the surrounding rooms as
‘well, with light and air admitted through openings in the high column-
supported ceilings, a design reminiscent of Roman atria.5* Those not for-
?ﬁnatc enough to live in one of Teotihuacan’s palaces apparently lived in
Jarge apartment complexes, such as one that has been unearthed in the
§ums on the eastern side of the dty, containing at least 175 rooms, five
feourtyards, and more than twenty atrig-like forecourts. So splendid and
influential was the architecture and artwork of this immense urban center
that'a smaller, contemporary reproduction of it, a town that Michael Coe
says is “in all respects a miniature copy of Teotihuacan,” has been found
in‘the highlands of Guatemala—650 miles away.52

8! Many other cultures were flourishing in Mesoamerica while Teotihu-
dcan was in its ascendancy, some in areas of lush farming potential, others
iri ‘regions where complex irrigation techniques were devised to coax life
from agriculturally marginal land. The Zapotec civilization in a previously
gllmost uninhabited part of the Valley of Oaxaca is a prime example of

his latter situation. And in the heart of Zapotec country another major
gty emerged—Monte Albdn—an urban center that may have been unique

in-all the world as a politically neutral capital (a so-called disembedded
apital) for a confederation of semi-independent and historically adversar-
dal political states.’® Politically neutral or not, however, Monte Albin clearly
h}:’v‘as an important ceremonial community, spread out over fifteen square
Emilcs of land, and containing public plazas, temple platforms, and public
b\uildings, including the Palace of Los Danzantes, constructed around three
owering central pyramids.
The city’s many residents, for the most part, lived in homes built on
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more than 2000 terraces that they had carved into the hillsides from which
Monte Albdn later took its European name. Monte Albin’s population
usually is estimated to have been somewhat in excess of 30,000 (about
what New York City’s population was at the beginning of the nineteenth
century), but a recent analysis of the agricultural potential of adjacent
farmland has raised some questions about that number that have yet to be
addressed: it shows the 30,000 figure to be less than 10 percent of the
population that could have been supported by available foodstuffs.*

All of this, and much more, pre-dates by centuries the rise of classic
Maya civilization during the time of what traditionally has been known in
Europe as the Dark Ages. Indeed, with every passing year new discoveries
are made suggesting that we have hardly even begun to recognize or un-
derstand the rich cultural intricacies of pre-Columbian Mesoamerican life.
A recent example was the discovery in 1987 of a huge, four-ton basalt
monument in a riverbed near the tiny Mexican village of La Mojarra. What

made this find so confounding was that the monument is covered with a.

finely carved inscription of more than 500 hieroglyphic characters, sur-
rounding an elaborate etching of a king—hieroglyphics of a type no mod-
ern scholar had ever seen, and dating back almost two centuries before the
earliest previously known script in the Americas, that of the Maya. It has
long been recognized that several less complex writing traditions existed
in Mesoamerica as early as 700 B.C. (and simpler Olmec symbolic motifs
date back to 1000 B.C. and earlier), but the monument found in La Mo-
jarra is a complete writing system as sophisticated as that of the Maya, yet
so different that epigraphers, who study and analyze hieroglyphics, don’t
know where to begin in trying to decipher it.

Whoever created the monument—and whatever other examples may
exist of this unknown, but highly literate culture that otherwise has dis-
appeared without a trace—was able to employ a complicated array of very
stylized syllabic letters and other geometric symbols that acted as punctua-
tion throughout the text. But as well as the task of attempting to decipher
the writing, the concerns of archaeologists have quickly focused on the site
itself. After all, La Mojarra today is but a small, remote village and has
always been considered a fairly insignificant archaeological site. “Yet,” says
archaeologist Richard Diehl, “here we have this wonderful monument and
incredible text. What happened at La Mojarra?” And how many other La
Mojarras were there? For, as the initial published report on the La Mo-
jarra discovery observes, at the very least “it has added another interesting
piece to what has become a very complex mosaic. . . . [in that ] scholars

_now suspect there must have been many sophisticated local writing tradi-
tions before the Maya.” S

Until—if ever—questions like these are answered, however, popular in-
terest in early Mesoamerican society will continue to focus on the Maya.
And for good reason. The Maya, after all, created what has to be one of
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Fthe most extraordinary civilizations the world has ever known, a civiliza-
r7tion that governed fifty or more independent states and that lasted in ex-
' tess of 1000 years.

(  The Maya empire stretched out over a vast land area of more than
:'-100,000 square miles, beginning in the Yucatin region of southern Mex-
hco, across and down through present-day Belize and Guatemala toward
‘the borders of Honduras and El Salvador. No one knows how large the
EMaya population was at its zenith, but scholarly estimates have ranged as _

“high as eight to ten to thirteen million for just the Yucatin portion of the
“empire, an area covering only one-third of Maya territory.’¢ Scores of ma-
Hor cities, all of them filled with monumental works of art and architecture,
iblanketed the lands of the Maya. Cities such as Kaminaljuyi, the key cen-
gtér'for the growth of early Maya culture; Yaxchildn, a vibrant arts com-
“munity; Palenque, with its extraordinary palatial architecture; Copén, with
4ts Acropolis and its elegant and serene statuary, totally absen!: of any mar-
stial imagery; Uxmal, with its majestic Quadrangle and mysterious Pyramid
‘of the Magician; and the great Toltec-Maya dities like Tula ar.xd the grandly
sopulent Chichén Itzi—to name just some of the more magnificent of such
xarban complexes. |

¢! - Maya cities were geographically larger and less densely populated than
\were other Mesoamerican urban centers, particularly those of central
“Mexico. Thus, for instance, the wondrous city of Tikal, in the middle of
ithe luxuriant Peten rain forest, seems to have contained more than three
stimes the land area of Teotihuacan (more than six times by one recent
“estimate), and also had a huge population, but a population less concen-
“trated than Teotihuacan’s because most of its buildings and residential
fcompounds were separated by carefully laid out gardens and \Ivoodcd groves.
Current research also is demonstrating that Tikal’s population—now esti-

‘mated at between 90,000 and 100,000 people—was sustained by an elab-
forate system of immense catchment reservoirs that may have been con-
vstructed in other lowland urban areas as well. Combined with advanced |l
~:igriculmral techniques that allowed Tikal’s farmers to coax enormous crop
“yields out of raised wetland gardens, the reservoi_r_systems probably en-
vabled population densities in rural Maya communities to exceed 500 peo-
Iple per square mile—that is, as high as the most intensively farmed parts
fof rural China (and the metropolitan areas of modern-day Albany, At-
ilanta, Dallas, and San Diego)—while urban core areas attained .densmes
‘as high as 5000 persons per square mile, more than half the density of the
thigh-rise city of Detroit today.’ | .

5' " It was with the support of this sort of extraordinary agricultural foun-
tdation that Maya populations fanned out well beyond the outer bound-
*aries of their cities, filling thousands of square miles with npn-urban peo-
iples, in some cases virtually from the portals of one major city to the gates
of the next. To use Tikal as an example once again, a detailed recent
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archaeological-demographic analysis has shown that at least 425,000 peo-
ple—four to five times the population of the city itself, and a much higher
number than ever beforc supposed—were under the city’s direct control
throughout the surrounding countryside.5®

Many thick volumes have been written on the wonders of Maya cul-
ture and civilization—its economic organization and trade networks, its
fabulous artworks, its religion and literature, its complex calendrical and
astrological systems, and more. This is not the place to try to review any
of this work, but it is important at least to point out how little we still

know of these people. Their involved writinng,_cgmbmmg_dg_m%

of both phonetic and ideographic seript, for example, appears to have been
fully expressive of the most intricate and abstract thinking and has been

“compared favorably to Japanese, Sumerian, and Egyptian—but it contir£

ues to defy complete translation,

"Sﬁﬂzﬂyﬂ&%many years the absence of a gridwork layout to streets,
plazas, and buildings in Maya cities puzzled scholars. Right angles weren’t
where they logically should have been, buildings skewed off oddly and
failed to line up in the expected cardinal directions; everything seemed to
twist away from an otherwise generally northward presentation. Appar-
ently, said some archaeologists, Maya builders were incompetent and
couldn’t construct simple right angles. Given the exquisite and precise
alignments of every other aspect of Maya architecture, however, others
thought this to be at best a hasty criticism. And now it is beginning to
become evident that these seeming eccentricities of engineering had noth-
ing to do with incompetence.

On the contrary, a complicated and original architectural pattern had
always been present—the same pattern, some began to notice, in city after
city after city—but its conceptual framework was so foreign to conven-
tional Western perception and thought that it remained cifectively invisi-
ble. Recently, the “code,” as it were, of Maya engineering and construc-
tion has begun to be deciphered, and the story it reveals is mind-boggling.
So precise were the Maya calendrical measurements and astronomical ob-
servations—and so central were these cosmic environmental calculations
to their ritual and everyday lives—that the Maya constructed their cities
in such a way that everything lined up exactly with specific celestial move-
ments and patterns, particularly as they concerned the appearance and dis-
appearance of the planet Venus in the evening sky.5® We will never under-
stand deeply the world of the ancient Maya. Too much has already been
lost. But, in addition to what is known about their exceptional achieve-
ments in creating a vast and complex empire of trade, commerce, politics,
urban planning, architecture, art, and literature, what anthropologist and

astronomer Anthony Aveni has said about the life of the mind among the
Maya surely is correct:

’

Y
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E;;I_‘l-\cir cosmology lacks the kind of fatalism present in our existential way of
;ﬁhowing the universe, one in which the purposeful role of human beings
‘'seems diminished. These people did not react to the flow of natural events
§by struggling to harness and control them. Nor did they conceive of them-
“ selves as totally passive observers in the essentially neutral world of nature.
“Instead, they believed they were active participants and intermediaries in a
“great cosmic drama. The people had a stake in all temporal enactments. By
*participating in the rituals, they helped the gods of nature to carry their
#burdens along their arduous course, for they believed firmly that the rituals
¢served formally to close time’s cycles. Without their life’s work the universe
roould not function properly. Here was an enviable balance, a harmony in
vthe partnership between humanity and nature, each with a purposeful role

ito play.°

b 1f we were fully to follow the course of Mesoamerican culture and
g"‘;ivilization after the Maya, we next would have to discuss the great Toltec

Pstate, and then the Mixtecs (some of whose history is recorded in those of
ifpheir bark-paper and deerskin-covered books and codices that survived the
tices of the Spanish conquest), and finally the Aztecs—builders of the great
vcjties like Tenochtitlin, with which the previous chapter began. Of course,
&iﬁe, empire of the Aztecs was much more extensive than that described
Eiéarlier, centered on the Lake of the Moon. At its peak the empire reached
‘well over 700 miles to the south of Tenochtitlan, across the Val ey of
¥Oaxaca, past the Isthmus of Tehuantepec, and into the piedmont and rich ~
xcoastal plain of the province of Xoconocho on the border of modern-day
YGuatemala. Some provinces were coffipleteély subservient to the empire’s
'might, while others, such as large and powerful Tlaxcallan to the east
iretained its nation-within-an-empire independence. Still others warded off
tLAzt:ec control entirely, such as the immense Tarascan Kingdom to the north,
‘about which little yet is known, but which once stretched out over 1000
imiles across all of Mexico from the Gulf on one side to the Pacific Ocean
‘on the other.

2 And then in Central America—beyond the reach of Maya or later Az-

tec influence—there were the culturally and linguistically independent Lenca

.
I

‘peoples, the Jicaque, the Paya, the Sumu, and the Chorotega of present-
‘day Honduras. In pre-Columbian times Honduras may easily have had a -
cpopulation in excess of 1,400,000 people—almost a third of what it con-
tains even today.®! Further to the south, Nicaragua’s indigenous popula-
‘tion probably Teached at least 1,600,000 bef ival of the Span-
'ish—a Tittle Tess than half of what_the country’s p ian is at present.$?
'In all, current estimates of the size of pre-Columbian Central America’s
‘population (Guatemala, Honduras, Belize, El Salvador, Nicaragua, Costa
:Rica, and Panama) range from a low of about 5,650,000 to a high af more
ithan 13,500,000,%% The latter figure represents nearly half the 1990 pop-
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40
i i i i Jocated—the land of the Inca, stretch-
. and 29,000,000) of these turbulent and rapidly growing na- ¥iost extensive empire on earth was lo | )
ri?:smkﬁxaéostill we have’ not yet begun to discuss the entire continent of \ ﬁg down the mountainous western spine of South America over a dn.sta.nce
. he size of China, larger than all of fquivalent to that now separating New York and Los Angeles. This is a

South America, by itself almost twice t

Europe and Australia combined. . o
A glance at the South American civilizations might begin with the clus-

Jand with an ancient history. More than four thousand years before the
Eg%iﬂ&of the Incas, other cultures had existed in this region, some of
ter of independent chiefdoms that once dominated the northern Andes, “which were built entirely on intricate systems ol trade. The earliest of these

. : T ‘ . . v Gal-
d Colombia are today. These are commonly overlooked E"gccm to have been in the Andean highlands, commum.tlcs—such as La
v e i 55 ; red by the first }oada, Huaricoto, Huacaloma, and others—characterized by large popula-

cultures in modern history texts, but they were not igno b . , and |
Europeans in the New World, who were drawn to them because of the Lfions and extraordinary multi-storied works of monumental architecture.
t%ﬂy of these sites, just being uncovered and analyzed today, are causing

fantastic wealth in gold and gems that they promised.
One story that the conquistadors had heard—and one that turned out

to be true—concerned the Muisca people who lived in the vicinity of Lake
Guatavita, a lake formed in the distant past by the impact of a falling
meteor, high in the mountains of Colombia. Whencver a new leader qf the
Muisca acceded to power the coronation ritual involved his being anointed
with a sticky gum or clay to which gold dust would adhere when sprayed
on his body, apparently through tubes of cane stalk. Once thus trans-
formed into a living statue of gold, the new leader stepped onto a raft that
was laden down with gold and emerald jewelry. Specially garbed priests
aboard the raft then directed it to the center of the lake. At the same time,
the entire Muisca population surrounded the lake, playing musical instru-
ments and holding many more gold and emerald implements in their hands.
At an appointed moment, possibly as dawn broke and the lake’s waters
and the new leader’s gilded body gleamed in the morning sun, he dove
into the center of the lake, washing away the gold dust as his people threw
their precious offerings into the sacred water-filled meteor crater.

A small fragment of the Muisca gold that survived the earliest Spanish
depredations, along with some gold from other peoples of the region, is
now housed in the Museo del Oro of the Banco de la Republica in Bogota.
It consists of about 10,000 golden artifacts, everything from small animal

.':ck'citemcnt in archaeological circles because, as one scholar points out:
YiéMesoamerica, long thought to be the precocious child of the Americas,
was still confined to the Mesoamerican village during the time we are talk-
G6iig about, and monumental architecture in Peru was a thousand years old
“hen the Olmecs began their enterprise.”® For the sake of world cultural
wisttext, this also means that Peruvian monumental architecture was in
place by the time the Painted Pottery culture of neolithic northern China

emerged, that it existed before England’s Stonehenge was created, and that
thousand years old when Tutankhamen’s body was

AY,

was already about a

¢ing embalmed in Egypt. '
5 " These were societies, as noted, that developed in the Andean highlands.

X Otheis, -also of ancient origin, emerged in coastal areas. One example, still
Fhéing excavated by archaeologists today, is a complex of enormous stone

[}
pi ctures known as El Paraiso that is located on the central Peruvian coast.

b 1ere, around 3800 years ago, there stood a large urban center that drew
% stenance from fishing and the cultivation of some cdible plants, such as
¥¢ans and peppers, but whose dominant agricultural product was cotton.

fihe inhabitants of El Paraiso used their cotton plantations to produce raw
Materials for the manufacture of fishing nets and clothing, which thg .tra.ded
Sith other coastal and highland communities to complement their limited

)

carvings and masks to spoons and nose rings. As one writer describes the tvariety of foodstuffs. Of especial interest to poIidFal historians is the fa.ct
iﬁwat'this large and complex society—whose residential and ceremonial
R

experience of viewing this treasure house, unwittingly donated by a people :
about whom most of us have never heard: uildirigs had required the quarrying of at least 100,000 tons pf rock from
e surrounding hillsides—apparently existed for centuries without a cen-

E?élizcd political power structure; all the archaeological evidence uncov-
red thus far indicates that the people of El Paraiso built their huge stone

l

=

You walk down a corridor lined on both sides with display cases, each case
packed with these opulent creations. You turn right, walk down another
corridor past more of the same. Then more. And more. Finally, instead of
going out, you are led into a dark room. After you have been there awhile
the lights begin rising so gradually that you expect to hear violins, and you
find yourself absolutely surrounded by gold. If all of Tut’s gold were added
to this accumulation, together with everything Schliemann plucked from
Mycenae and Hissarlik, you could scarcely tell the difference.

its relatively brief reign 3000 years later, the Inca

’rﬁﬁire was directed by a highly structured clite whose powers cnc:om-‘
assed and governed, either directly or indirectly, nearly a hundred entirely

ifferent linguistic, ethnic, and political communities.®” These included the
ple who built the splendid, cloud-enveloped, and almost otherworldly

1dean city of Machu Picchu high in the remote forested mountains—so

Turning from the northernmost parts of the Andes to the immediate
south we encounter the region where, at the time of Columbus, the single
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fiere were no locks or keys and nothing in the palaces was hidden: as
ohn Hemming puts it,“the Incas were too confident of the security of

high and so remote that once Machu Picchu was deserted it was not found

again (at least by non-Indians) until the twentieth century. And then there
were and are the Nazca people, whose culture was flourishing 2000 years
ago. These are the people who created on the barren desert floor south of
present-day Lima enormous etchings of various living things—humming-
birds, condors, dogs, plants, spiders, sharks, whales, and monkeys—as well
as spiritual figures, domestic designs (such as a huge ball of yarn and a
needle), and precisely aligned geometric patterns, including trapezoids, tri-
angles, zigzags, and spirals. Because of their great size (a single line of a
geometric figure may run straight as a ruler for more than half a mile) the
full patterns of these perfectly drafted images can only be seen from the
air or from very high ground. As a result, outlandish modern theories of
origin have circulated widely, betraying once again our unthinking dispar-
agement of the native peoples of this region who, it intuitively is thought,

could not possibly have created anything so monumental and precise. In-

terestingly (and conveniently overlooked by those who believe these great

projects to be the work of outsiders), many of the same designs from the

desert floor are found decorating ancient Nazca ceramics as well, and ad-
ditional oversize animal representations and other designs, less famous and

smaller in scale, have also been found in North American deserts, 3000

miles away.%®

Compared with Mesoamerican cities, those of the Incas were almost |

austere. Even the fabulous city of Cuzco at first seemed most brilliant in
its superb surface simplicity, its streets laid out on a cruciform plan, its
houses mostly single-story affairs with steeply pitched roofs to fend off the

heavy rains of the Andes. Apart from its gold, the first Europeans were

most impressed with Cuzco’s exceptional cleanliness, perhaps exemplified
by the clear-water rivers and streams from the mountains that flowed

through the center of the Inca capital. Before entering the city these waters’
upstream pools and rivulets provided bathing and recreation for Cuzco’s |

inhabitants; for years after the Spanish conquest, wrote one conquistador,

it was common to find there “small gold ornaments or pins which [Inca -
women] forgot or dropped while bathing.” % As the waters ran through
Cuzco, however, they were captured and diverted into perfectly engineered '

stone gutters that followed the routes of the city’s many streets, helping to
wash away debris and keep the roadways clean.

At the center of Cuzco was an enormous plaza, large enough to accom-
modate 100,000 people wrote the Spanish friar Martin de Munia, and
here any sense of the city’s austerity ended. When the pleasure-loving peo-
ple of this metropolis held their frequent dances and festivals in the square,
it was roped off with a fine cable of gold, immensely long and fringed at
both ends with bright red wool. Around the ceremonial square stood Cuz-
co’s palaces, each built by an Inca ruler during his reign. Here lay the dead
leaders’ mummified remains, along with all their furniture and treasures.

#feir empire and the honesty of its citizens to hide their dead rulers’ pos-
fs}.OﬂS- 70
Bt All the Inca palaces were different—made of various types of marble,
ifc woods, and precious metal—but each had at least one common char-
Pictetistic: enormous halls and ballrooms capable of holding up to 4000
beople for banquets and dances when the weather prevented such festivi-
ties from being held outdoors. One such hall, which “served on rainy days
85a plaza for [Inca] festivals and dances . . . was so large,” wrote Gar-
cilaso de la Vega, “that sixty horsemen could very easily play casias inside
it More exquisite even than the palaces, however, was the famed temple
fsthe ‘sun, Coricancha. A magnificent masonry structure with precisely
curved and angled walls, Coricancha’s majesty was crowned with an eight-
'ih-’ﬁiid: band of solid gold that encircled the entire building below the
gi'i‘f line. Along with all the other treasure that it held, at the temple’s
Center was a ccr.cmonial font and a massive altar of gold, surrounded by
%ld and silver images of the moon, of stars, of thunder—and the great
Pinchao, a massive golden sun, expertly crafted and encrusted with pre-
glous jewels. Of all this, though, it was the garden within its walls that
friost amazed the chroniclers who wrote about Coricancha: a simple gar-
ten'of maize—but an artificial garden—with the stem and leaves of each
petfect plant delicately fashioned in silver, while each crowning ear of corn
%gs xarved in gold.”!

gicCuzeg’s population in pre-Columbian times probably was somewhere

etween 150,000 and 200,000; beyond the city itself, many more people,
|Lgipg.and working on vast maize plantations, filled the surrounding val-
eys.-Although some Mesoamerican cities, such as Tenochtitlin, were larger,
ew.cities in Europe at the time even approached the size of Cuzco. Nor
rould any of them have been able to compete with Cuzco in terms of the

réasures it contained or the care with which it was laid out. For we now

nd that—as can be seen from the air—the outline of its perimeter_was

Eﬁow that Cuzco was built following a detailed clay-model master plan,

esigned to form the shape of a puma with the famed temple-fortress of
Sacsahuaman at its head.’2. )
,Q'But.if Cuzco was unique within Peru for the lavishness of its appoint-
lents, it was far from alone in the large number of its inhabitants. Other
ities in other Andean locales were also huge; some are famous today,
t[}ers ‘are not. Among this latter group was the provincial dty of Jauja.
?lgre' is a short description of it by Miguel de Estete, one of the earliest
gl;)_%niards to set eyes on it:
b .o
:I‘hc town of Jauja is very large and lies in a beautiful valley, A great river
Passes near it, and its climate is most temperate. The land is fertile. Jauja is
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built in the Spanish manner with regular streets, and has several subject vil-
lages within sight of it. The population of the town and the surrounding
countryside was so great that, by the Spaniards’ reckoning, a hundred thou-
sand people collected in the main square every day. The markets and streets
were so full that every single person seemed to be there.”

A hundred thousand people gathered in the marketplace of a single pro-
vincial city each day? Many historians intuitively have supposed this to be
an exaggeration, but after conducting the most detailed and exhaustive of
Peru’s population histories to date, Noble David Cook has concluded that
the number “‘does not appear extravagant.” 74

To feed a population as enormous as this, and a population spread out
over such a vast area, the Incas cut miles upon miles of intricate and pre-
cisely aligned canals and irrigated agricultural terraces from the steep An-
dean hillsides in their mountain home; and to move those foodstuffs and

other supplies from one area to another they constructed more than 25,000

miles of wide highways and connecting roads. Both engineering feats as-

tonished the Spaniards when they hrst beheld them. And for good reason:
modern archaeologists and hydrologists are just as amazed, having discov-
ered that most of these grand public works projects were planned, engi-
neered, and constructed to within a degree or two of slope and angle that
computcr analyses of the terrain now regard as perfect. At the time of |
European tomntact; the thickly populated Andean valleys were criss-crossed
with irrigation canals in such abundance, wrote one conquistador, that it
was difficult, even upon seeing, to believe. They were found “both in up-
land and low-lying regions and on the sides of the hills and the foothills
descending to the valleys, and these were connected to others, running in
different directions. All this makes it a pleasure to cross these valleys,” he
added, “because it is as though one were walking amidst gardens and cool
groves. . . . There is always verdure along these ditches, and grass grows
beside many of them, where the horses graze, and among the trees and
bushes there is a multitude of birds, doves, wild turkey, pheasants, par-
tridge, and also deer. Vermin, snakes, reptiles, wolves—there are none.” 75

Describing the Incas’ “grand and beautiful highway” that ran along
the coast and across the plains was something in which all the early chron-
iclers delighted. From fifteen to twenty-four feet in width, and “bordered
by a mighty wall more than a fathom high,” this “carefully tended” road-
way “ran beneath trees, and in many spots the fruit laden boughs hung
over the road,” recalled Pedro de Cieza de Ledn, “and all the trees were
alive with many kinds of birds and parrots and other winged creatures.” 76
The grear highway and other roads dipped through steep coastal valleys,
hugged the edges of precipitous cliffs, tunneled through rock, and climbed
in stepladder fashion up sheer stone walls.

Encountering rivers and lakes in the paths of their roadways, the peo-
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Ble of the Andes built large ferries or had engineers design floating pon-
BSon bridges: stretching thick, intertwined cables across the water over
'istances the length of a modern football field, secured on each side to
Hinderground foundations, workmen layered huge bundles of reeds with
ki1l more taut cables on top of the original bridge platforms, thus creating
t8cure floating highways usually about fifteen feet in width and riding three

tbridges remained in use, carrying men, horses, and supplies—as did the
hundreds of suspension bridges that the Incas had strung across gorges and
ihigh mountain passes throughout the Andes. “Such magnificent roads could
the seen nowhere in Christendom in country [as] rough as this,” wrote
bHcrnando Pizarro, a judgment echoed by modern scholars and engineers
e3vho' have had an opportunity to study them.””

N:>Inca roads and bridges were not built for horse traffic, however, but
k{6t men and women on foot, sometimes accompanied by trains of llamas.
$Thiss, the ambivalent reactions of many conquistadors—ranging from ad-
fmiration for Inca ingenuity to terror in the face of their environment—
[iwhen they had to travel these roads in their quests for riches and power.

After crossing a river, wrote one such Spaniard,

N

"we had to climb another stupendous mountainside. Looking up at it from

cbelow, it seemed impossible for birds to scale i by flying through the air, let

E‘ﬁlonc men on horseback climbing by land. But the road was made less ex-

hausting by climbing in zigzags rather than in a straight line. Most of it

l':’c‘:onsisued of large stone steps that greatly wearied the horses and wore down

E'{!nd hurt their hooves, even though they were being led by their bridles.”

34,

¥,Under such exhausting conditions, the Spanish and other latter day
Fntruders no doubt appreciated the more than one thousand large lodging
¥Tiouses and hostels and storehouses—some of them multi-storied, some built
tinto hillside terraces—that had been provided for travelers along the Inca
Froadways. Like most Inca buildings, these generally were constructed by
kmasons working with large, finely worked stones, carefully honed and fin-
Hshed to such a degree of smoothness that even when not secured by mor-
Bt the thinnest blade could not pass between them. “In all Spain I have
Seen nothing that can compare with these walls and the laying of their
PStone,” wrote Cieza de Ledn; they “were so extraordinary,” added Ber-
Phabé Cobo, “that it would be difficult for anyone who has not actually
kseen them to appreciate their excellence.””” So massive and stable were
Ethe Inca walls built in this way that many of them remain in place as the
‘foundations for buildings throughout modern-day Peru. In Cuzco, after
the conquest, the Spanish symbolically built their church of Santo Do-
‘mingo atop the walls of the ruined Coricancha—and for centuries since,
swhile earthquakes repeatedly have destroyed the church, the supporting
walls of the great temple of the sun have never budged.
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Although, as we shall see, the early Europeans apprcciat’ed the pcople
of the Andes a good deal less than they did th.ose people s engineering
accomplishments, later visitors came to agree wxgh the Spanish !nstonan
José de Acosta who, after spending many years in Peru, wrote in 1.590:
“Surely the Greeks and the Romans, if they had known the R’epubhcs of
the Mexicans and the Incas, would have greatly esteemed their laws and

overnments.” The more “profound and diligent” among the Euiopcans
who have lived in this country, wrote Acosta, have now come t?’ 8omarw:l
at the order and reason that existed among [the native peoples].

The life of the mind in the Inca-controlled Andes is beyond the scope
or range of this brief survey, but like all the thousands: of pre-Columbian
cultures in the Americas it was deeply embedded both in thc: wonders and
the cyclical thythms of the surrounding natural world and in cultural af-
fection for the unending string of genealogical forebears a_nd descendants
who had lived and who would live on indefinitely (or so it was thought)
i1 these marvelous mountains and valleys and plains. As one recent analy-

sis of Inca thought and philosophy puts it:

The relationships Andeans perceived between life and death, gnd between
humankind and the natural environment, were . . . profoundly different from
Spanish and Christian equivalents. The land surrounding one told the story
of one’s first ancestors as much as it told one’s own story and the story of
those yet to come. It was right that the familiar dead were seen walking

through the fields they had once cultivated, thus sh.aring them with bo.th the
living and with the original ancestors who had raised the first crops in fhc
very same fields. Death was thus the great leveler not bccau.sc, as in Christian
thought, it reduced all human beings to equality in relation to c.ach other
and before God. Rather, death was a leveler because by means of it humans
were reintegrated into a network of parents and offspring that embraced the

entire natural order.®?

To the east of the Inca homeland, down from the majestic peaks of the
Andes, are the dense jungles of the Amazon, followed by the Brazilian
highlands, and then the pampas of present-day Argentina—together, well
over four million square miles of earth, an area larger than that of the
United States today. Within this land the world’s largest river rushes through
the world’s greatest forest—and within that forest lived peoples so numer-
ous and so exotic to the first Western visitors that the Europeans seemed
unable to decide whether they had stumbled onto the legendary Terrestrial
Paradise or an evil confederacy of demons, or maybe I'Joth.

Disappointed that there were no great cities in this boundless part of
their New World, the earliest travelers let their imaginations run riot. There'
was evidence, some of them claimed, that the Apostle Saint Thomas hafi
visited Brazil and preached to the natives a millennium and a half ago; if
you looked carefully enough, it was said, you still could see his footprints,

BEFORE COLUMBUS 47

ing was successful, since the natives of this region were so generous and
Lﬁ?‘d’ the Jcsui.t missionary Father Manuel Nobrega reported, that “there
5@“!6 no people in all the world more disposed to receive the holy faith and
the sweet yoke of the evangel than these,” adding that “you can paint on
he heart of this people at your pleasure as on a clean sheet of paper.”#2
g <Others thought they found evidence of somewhat stranger things. As
52{6 historian summarizes some of the first European reports:

g;;ﬁprcsscd into rock alongside various river banks. Apparently his preach-

'i‘ghcre were men with eight toes; the Mutayus whose feet pointed backwards
so that pursuers tracked them in the wrong direction; men born with white

E};air that turned black in old age; others with dogs’ heads, or one cyclopean
feye, or heads between their shoulders, or one leg on which they ran very
f;fast. . . . Then there was Upupiara, half man and half fish, the product of

Hish impregnated by the sperm of drowned men. . . . Brazil was also thought

to contain giants and pygmies.$?

\nd, of course, there were said to be Amazons, from which the great river
iderived its name. In fact, however, apart from the sheer mystery of this
fabulous and seemingly primeval world, perhaps the thing that most amazed
kand unnerved the Europeans had nothing to do with fairy tales. It had to
¥do with the fact that this land was covered with innumerable independent

ibes and nations of people who seemed inordinately happy and content,

.N

karid who lived lives of apparent total liberty: “They have neither kings nor

"i.

princes,” wrote the Calvinist missionary Jean de Léry in 1550, “and con-

A -

esequently each is more or less as much a great lord as the other.” #4
f1i:Many of the people of this vast region—including such linguistically
i;;_‘tixict cultures as the Tupian, the Cariban, the Jivaroan, the Nambi-
fd;_iran, the Arawakan, the Tucanoan, the Makuan, the Tupi-Guarani, and
ers—livcd in cedar planked houses, slept in hammocks or on large palm
g’a;,_f mats, wore feather cloaks and painted cotton clothing, and played a

ariety of musical instruments. Very recent and continuing archaeological
;;__Q‘Jl"k in the Amazon lowlands indicates that the people living there have
“ n making pottery for at least 7000 to 8000 years—that is, from about
_Tg’\‘sqmc time that pottery also was first being made in ancient Iraq and
aran, and around 3000 years earlier than current evidence suggests it was
fbeing ‘made in the Andes or in Mesoamerica. Some ancient Amazonian
ipcoples hunted and fished and gathered, others farmed. But there is no
e o?bt that organized communities lived in this locale at least 12,000 years
820, evolving into large agricultural chiefdoms and—more than 1000 years
pE0—Into very populous and sophisticated proto-urban communities, such
§_:;'Santarém, which, in the words of one recent study, “was a center for
omplex societies with large, nucleated settlements™ in which “people made
Elaborate pottery vessels and statues, groundstone tools and ornaments of
1ephrite jade.” S

5 LS

Fuie
A%



48 AMERICAN HOLOCAUST

Because the Amazon climate and land is not conducive to the preser-
vation of the materials of village life, archaeological work is very difficult,
and thus retrospective estimates of pre-Columbian population levels are
quite controversial here. No one doubts, however, that the population was
large—probably at least 5,000,000 to 7,000,000 people in just the Ama-
»on basin within Brazil, which is only one part of tropical South America,
although arguments have been made for individual tribes (such as Pierre
Clastres’s estimate of 1,500,000 for the Guarani) that, if correct, would
greatly enlarge that regional figure.®

One of the things that has most intrigued some modern anthropolo-
gists—Clastres in particular—about the people of the Amazon was their
ability to sustain such large populations without resorting to steeply hier-
archical political systems, something conventional political theory claims
is impossible. In most respects, in fact, these people who appointed chiefs
from among their ranks, but made sure that their leaders remained essen-
tially powerless, were the classic exemplars of anthropologist Marshall
Sahlins’s “original affluent society,” where people had relatively few ma-
terial possessions, but also few material desires, and where there was no
poverty, no hunger, no privation—where each person’s fullest material wants
were satisfied with the expenditure of about fifteen to twenty hours of
work each week.?’

Life was far more difficult for the natives of Tierra del Fuego, the cold
and blustery islands off the southern tip of South America, between the
Strait of Magellan and Cape Horn, and as close to the Antarctic Circle as
Ketchikan, Alaska, is to the Arctic. Population densities had to be much
thinner in this rugged environment, where the people lived largely off hunted
marine mammals, fish, and shellfish that they pried loose from rocky head-
lands. Unlike the inhabitants of the Amazon, the residents of Tierra del
Fuego—the Yahgan, the Alacaluf, the Ona, and the Haish—had to strug-
gle constantly to sustain life. Indeed, so important were their sturdy, mi-
gratory canoes to them as they made their way through the icy waters,
that they maintained permanent fires in beds of clay on board while they
searched for the animal life on which they fed their families.

Harsh as life was for these peoples, the land and the water were their
home. And, though we know little about them as they lived in pre-
Columbian times, it is not difficult to imagine that they revered their
homeland much as their relatives all over the hemisphere did, including
those in the even more icy world of the far north. The people of Tierra del
Fuego, after all, had lived in this region for at least 10,000 years before
they were first visited by the wandering Europeans.®®

Tierra del Fuego, along with Patagonia, its immediate mainland neigh-
bor to the north, was the geographic end of the line for the great hemi-
spheric migrations that had begun so many tens of thousands of ycars
earlier. No one in human history has ever lived in permanent settlements
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symbols and patterns like paintings' were fashioned by using wood and bark

that had been dyed black along with other wood peeled so as to stay white,
thus appearing as though made of some other attractive painted stuff. Others
they adorned with very white stripped reeds that are a kind of thin and
delicate cane. Of these they made graceful figures and designs that gave the
:nterior of the houses the appearance of having been painted. On the outside
the houses were covered with a fine and sweet-smelling grass.”

e arranged to face the great house

These large buildings conventionally wer
and all of them in turn faced an

that was inhabited by the local cacique, 1 fa
open field or court where dances and ball games and other festivities and

ceremonies were held. In larger communities, several such fields were placed
at strategic locations among the residential compounds.

The people of these climate-blessed islands supported themselves with
a highly developed level of agriculture—especially on Cuba and Hispani-
ola, which are among the largest islands on earth; Cuba, after all, is larger
than South Korea (which today contains more than 42,000,000 people)
and Hispaniola is nearly twice the size of Switzerland. In the infrequent
areas where agricultural engineering was necessary, the people of the In-
dies created irrigation systems that were equal in sophistication to those
existing in sixteenth-century Spain.®? Their staple food was cassava bread,
made from the manioc plant ywxca, which they cultivated in great abun-
dance. But also, through so many long generations in the same benign

tropical environment, the Arawaks had devised an array of unique meth-

ods for more than satisfying their subsistence needs—such as the following

technique which they used to catch green sea turtles weighing hundreds of
pounds, large fish, and other marine life, including manatees:

Noting that the remora or suckerfish, Echeneis naucrates, attached itself to

the body of a shark or other larger fish by means of a suction disc in its
head, the Arawaks caught, fed, and tamed the remora, training it to tolerate
a light cord fastened to its tail and gill frame. When a turtle was sighted the

remora was released. Immediately it swam to the turtle, artaching its suction
disc to the under side of the carapace. The canoe followed the turtle, the
Arawak angler holding a firm line on the remora which, in turn, held tightly
to its quarry until the turtle could be gaffed or tied to the canoe.”

In addition to this technique, smaller fish were harvested by the use of
plant derivatives that stupefied them, allowing the natives simply to scoop
up large numbers as though gathering plants in a ficld. Water birds were
taken by floating on the water’s surface large calabashes which concealed
swimmers who would seize individual birds, one at a time, without dis-
turbing the larger flock. And large aquaculture ponds were created and
walled in to maintain and actually cultivate enormous stocks of fish and
turtles for human consumption. A single one of these numerous reed ma-
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firther south on the planet than this. But those countless migrations did
{ ot invariably follow a north-to-south pathway. At various times (again,
‘e must recall, over the course of tens of thousands of ycars) some groups
decided to branch off and head east or west, or double back to the north.
MThere is linguistic evidence, for example, seeming to suggest that during
!pne historical epoch the Timucuan peoples of present-day Florida may
'éxadually have migrated from the south (in Venezuela) across the island
{_Caribbcan to their new North American homeland. That also is what a
‘heople we have come to call the Arawak (they did not use the name them-
tgélves) decided to do a few thousand years ago, although, unlike the hy-
ipothesis regarding the Timucuans, they did not carry their travels as far as
‘Ehé northern mainland.*

i Arawak is the general, post-Columbian name given to various peoples
| jéiﬁo made a long, slow series of migrations from the coast of Venezuela
Fto Trinidad, then across open ocean perhaps first to Tobago, then Gren-
32, and on up the chain of islands that constitute the Antilles—St. Vin-
cent, Barbados, St. Lucia, Martinique, Dominica, Guadeloupe, Montser-
at, Antigua, Barbuda, St. Kitts, Anguilla, St. Croix, the Virgin [slands,
puerto Rico, Hispaniola, Jamaica, Cuba—then finally off to the Bahamas,
leaving behind at each stop populations that grew and flourished and evolved
tculturally in their own distinctive ways. To use a comparison once made
'by Irving Rouse, the people of these islands who came to be known as
shrawaks are analogous to those, In another part of the world, who came

{to be known as English: “The present inhabitants of southern Great Brit-

“ain call themselves ‘English,’ and recognize that their ethnic group, the
f migrations from the continent

lﬁ?nglish people, is the product of a series 0

;(,Sf Europe into the British Isles, beginning with various prehistoric peoples
“and continuing with the Celts, Angles, Saxons, Vikings, and Normans of
iprotohistoric time.” >’

3~ Similarly, Arawak (sometimes “Taino,
properly applies only to a particular social a
‘now given to the melange of peoples who, over the course of many cen-
ituries, carried out those migrations across the Caribbean, probably termi-
‘nating with the Saladoid people sometime around two thousand years ago.
‘By the time of their encounter with Columbus and his crews, the islands
‘had come to be governed by chiefs or caciques (there were at least five
‘paramount chiefdoms on Hispaniola alone, and others throughout the re-
gion) and the people lived in numerous densely populated villages both
inland and along all the coasts. The houses in most of these villages were
%imilar to those described by the Spanish priest Bartolomé de Las Casas:

» but that is 2 misnomer, as it
nd cultural group) is the name

The inhabitants of this island . . . and elsewhere built their houses of wood

and thatch in the form of a bell. These were very high and roomy so that in
cach there might be ten or more households. . . . On the inside designs and
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Fine corrals held as many as 1000 large sea turtles. This yielded a quantity
':‘f meat equal to that of 100 head of cattle, and a supply that was rapidly
,E;?;eplcnished: a fertile female turtle would lay about 500 eggs each season.
Fs ill, the Arawaks were careful not to disturb the natural balance of these
‘and other creatures; the evidence for this is that for millennia they sus-

K \ : :
{ tained in perpetuity their long-term supply of such natural foodstuffs. It

%’ivas only after the coming of the Spanish—and, in particular, their release
¥of dogs and pigs that turned feral and ran wild—that the wildlife ecology
E%ﬂf,the islands found itself in serious trouble.’*

L. In sum, as Caribbean expert Carl Sauer once put it, “the tropical idyll
R

“of the accounts of Columbus and Peter Martyr was largely true™ regarding
t;hc Arawak. “The people suffered no want. They took care of their plant-
bings, were dextrous at fishing and were bold canoeists and swimmers. They
designed attractive houses and kept them clean. They found aesthetic
sxpression in woodworking. They had leisure to enjoy diversion in ball

pames, dances, and music. They lived in peace and amity.””’

I

E‘g{uch the same thing that Sauer says about the Arawak can be said for
¢many of the other peoples we have surveyed here, and for countless others
é.’\: e-had neither the time nor the space to mention. Certainly not all of
r"-%ﬂmm, however. And again, this is what would be expected on any large
gkody of land containing such remarkable geographic and cultural diver-
xsity. Some of the native peoples of the Americas did indeed suffer from
girant, at least from time to time, and some lived hard and difficult lives.
sSome had little time or talent for great art or architecture, or for elaborate

"zames or music or dance. Others lived in societies that, far from being

A : ) ;
fcharacterized by peace and amity, frequently were at odds with their

theighbors.

L4: There is no benefit to be gained from efforts to counter the anti-Indian
kpropaganda that dominates our textbooks with pro-Indian propaganda of
E’Jc‘qually dubious veracity. For the very plain fact is that the many tens of
@rﬁiillions of people who lived in the Americas prior to 1492 were human—
sneither subhuman, nor superhuman—just human. Some of the social prac-
ctices of selected groups of them we would find abhorrent to our cultural
;tastes and actitudes at present, in the same way that we would find loath-
gfsomc certain social practices of earlier European and Asian cultures. Thus,
“for example, few of us today would countenance the practice of human
tsacrifice as a way of propitiating an angry god, as was done by 2 few of
kthe highest urban cultures in Mesoamerica during the fifteenth- and early
E‘sixtcenth-century. However, ncither would many of us support the grisly
ptorture and killing of thousands of heretics or the burning of tens of thou-
fsands of men and women as witches, in a similar effort to mollify a jealous

&
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deity, as was being done in Europe, with theocratic approval, at precisely
the same time that the Aztecs were sacrificing enemy warriors.
Conversely, other social practices of certain native Americans in the
re-Columbian era—from methods of child rearing and codes of friend-
ship and loyalty, to worshiping and caring for the natural environment—
appear far more enlightened than do many of the dominant ideas that we
ourselves live with today. (Even in the sixteenth century the conquering
Spanish wrote “with undisguised admiration” of Aztec childrearing cus-
toms, notes historian J.H. Elliott. “Nothing has impressed me more,” com-
mented the Jesuit José de Acosta, “or seemed to me more worthy of praise
and remembrance, than the care and order shown by the Mexicans in the
upbringing of their children.”)’¢ If these attitudes and behaviors varied in
emphasis from one native group to another, one characteristic of Ameri-
ca’s indigenous peoples that does seem almost universal, transcending the
great diversity of other cultural traits, was an extraordinary capacity for
hospitality. We have noted this in our discussion of the Iroquois and the
Indians of California, but in fact, the native peoples’ affectionate and fear-
less cordiality in greeting strangers was mentioned by almost all the earh-
est European explorers, from Vespucci in South America in 1502, where
the Indians “swam out to receive us . . . with as much confidence as if
we had been friends for years,” to Cartier in Canada in 1535, where the
Indians “as freely and familiarly came to our boats without any fear, as if
we had ever been brought up together.””??

And these were more than ceremonial, more than passing generosities.
Indeed, without the assistance of the Indians in everything from donated
food supplies to instruction in the ways of hunting and fishing and farm-
ing, the earliest European settlements, partcularly in North America, could
not have taken root. As Edmund S. Morgan has shown, with regard to
Roanoke in the 1580s:

Wingina [the local chief] welcomed the visirors, and the Indians gave freely
of their supplies to the English, who had lost most of their own when the
Tyger [their ship] grounded. By the ume the colonists were sertled, it was
too late to plant corn, and they seem to have been helpless when it came to
living off the land. They did not know the herbs and roots and bernes of the
country. They could not or would not catch fish in any quanrity, because
they did not know how to make weirs. And when the Indians showed them,
they were slow learners: they were unable even to repair those that the In-
dians made for them. Nor did they show any disposition for agriculture.
Hariot admired the yiclds that the Indians got in growing maize; but the
English, for lack of seed, lack of skill, or lack of will, grew nothing for
themselves, even when the new planting season came round again. Superior
English technology appeared, for the moment at least, to be no technology
at all, as far as food production was concerned.”
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~ Indeed, Morgan later notes, “the Indians . . . could have done the
(English in simply by deserting them.”*® They did not desert them, how-
vever, and in that act they sealed their fate. The same was true throughout
‘the Americas: the cultural traits and the material achievements of the na-
[ tive people were turned against them once the European invasion began.
Indian openness and generosity were met with European stealth and greed.
‘Ritualized Indian warfare, in which few people died in battle, was met
rwith the European belief in devastating holy war. Vast stores of grain and
vother food supplies that Indian peoples had lain aside became the fuel that
'ﬁ;drove the Europeans forward. And in that drive they traveled quickly, as
‘they could not otherwise have done, on native trails and roadways from
;the northeast and northwest coasts to the dizzying heights of the Andes in
‘Peru.

ggs Some who have written on these matters—such as one historian who
trecently has shown how the Spanish conquest of Mexico was literally fed
tby the agricultural abundance that the Aztecs had created—have com-
{mented on the irony of native achievement being turned against itself.1%
ggerhaps the greatest and most tragic irony of all, however, was that the
iextraordinary good health of the native people throughout the Americas
fprior to the coming of the Europeans would become a key ingredient in
;}Ebcir disastrous undoing. For in their tens of thousands of years of isola-
‘tion from the rest of the earth’s human populations, the indigenous peo-
Ef)!cs of the Americas were spared from contact with the cataclysms of dis-
ease that had wreaked such havoc on the Old World, from China to the
Middle East, from the provinces of ancient Rome to the alleyways of me-
:gipval Paris.

i - This is not to say that there were no diseases in the pre-Columbian
g\mcricas. There were, and people died from them. But the great plagues
ithat arose in the Old World and that brought entire Asian, African, and
‘European societies to their knees—smallpox, measles, bubonic plague,
diphtheria, influenza, malaria, yellow fever, typhoid, and more—never
emerged on their own among the Western Hemisphere’s native peoples
gmd did not spread to them across the oceans’ barriers until 1492. Thus,
iwhcn_ smallpox was introduced among Cree Indians in Canada as late as
thc eighteenth century, one native witnessing the horrifying epidemic that
was destroying his people exclaimed that “we had no belief that one man
iEould give it to another, any more than a wounded man could give his
wound to another.” %! Such devastating contagion was simply unknown
i the histories of the Cree or other indigenous peoples of the Americas.
. Debate continues as to the existence or extent of tuberculosis and syph-
tlis among native peoples in the pre-Columbian era, with most recent re-
search suggesting that at least some sort of “tuberculosis-like pathology”
\as present in some parts of the New World prior to 1492, though of a
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e not associated with pulmonary disease, as well as a relatively benign
nonvenereal (that is, not sexually transmitted) tr'cponcmal m.fecuor! that
was related to syphilis.!®? However, there is no cv1§lcngc that either disease
(whatever it may have been) was at all widespread in either North or South
America. And the most detailed recent studies of large-scale sedcnta.ry so-
cieties in the Americas—where such diseases would hav{e taken hold if icy
were to do so anywhere—have found no cvifict}cc of either tubcr;ulosns or
syphilis (or anything like them) as causing sagmﬁcapt damage prior to Eu-
ropean contact.'®? Similarly, ancient small-scale migratory societics, even
in such harsh environments as those of the frigid northwestern plains, pro-
duced people who, in the words of the most .rcccnt'and extensive study of
the subject, “appear to have lived very long lives withour s&gmﬁcant. mfec-
tious conditions, or even much serious iniury.”‘f” Moreover, the lmytec!
range of potentially serious diseases that .did exist among thc' Americas
indigenous peoples (primarily gastrointcsnna! dlsc.ase and various minor
infections) had long since been mitigated by millennia of exposure to them,
as well as by generally beneficent living environments and more than ade-

quate nutrition.'%’ .
_ All that was to change, how.tevcr, .vnth i . o
ness, once those first three Spanish ships bobbed into view on the rim o

the Caribbean horizon. For it was then only a mattcr'of months bcforc
there would begin the worst series of human disease disasters, combined

 that this world has ever seen.

shocking and deadly sudden-]

with the most extensive and most violent programs of human cradxcauon,d |

NATIVE PEOPLES

:For 40,000 years, hundreds of millions of the Americas’ native peo-
les have built their homes and their societies on a land mass equal
:;Eét.oﬁe—fourth of the earth’s ground surface. Consistent with the great
Hiversity of their natural environments, some of these original in-
&{abitants of the Western Hemisphere lived in relatively small com-
imunities that touched only lightly on the land, while others resided
in cities that were among the largest and most sophisticated to be
‘found anywhere in the world. So numerous, varied, ancient, and
ifér-ﬂung were these peoples that at one time they spoke as many as
two thousand distinct and mutually unintelligible languages.
€. Only a few of the societies that once existed in the New World
tﬁ're'illustratcd on the following pages. Thousands of others filled
INorth and South and Central America’s 16,000,000 square miles
fof land, most of them as distinctive and different from one another
tas were the peoples represented here. By the end of the nineteenth
‘century, photographers had become interested in preserving images
‘of what they erroneously thought were the soon-to-be-extinct native
gpcoplcs of North America. The photographs reproduced at the end
tof this section are from that cra.
t." The drawings of Maya cities were done by Tatiana Proskouriak-
i’off in collaboration with archaeologists who excavated the sites.
‘They are reprinted here with the permission of the Peabody Mu-
;seum of Archacology and Ethnology at Harvard University. Theo-
‘dor de Bry’s engravings of Florida’s and Virginia’s native peoples,
‘based on first-hand paintings by Jacques Le Moyne and John White,
‘appeared in de Bry’s multi-volume Great and Small Voyages (1590
?1634), from which the illustrations and quoted porrions of captions

Eprintcd here are taken. The photographs following the de Bry illus-

*trations are all from the Smithsonian Institution, with the exception
.of the last one, which is from the Library of Congress.
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Temple Group at Uaxactun, Guatemala. The temple clusters of this city were
butlt on eight hilltops, which were leveled in some places and fortified 1n others
to support large monuments and plazas. Paved roadways, raised to the heights of
the hilltops, connected the temple groups, while residential areas and minor
courts and plazas were placed on adjacent hillsides and low ground.

The Acropolis at Copin, Honduras. Constructed at a bend of the Copan River,
the city’s enormous rectangular plazas were surrounded by pyramids with steps
on which the populace sat in review of ceremonies and to witness athletic events.
Although the countryside outside Copan was thick with other towns and villages,

the city contained no military fortifications and its elaborate art and architecture
carried no hint of martial imagery.
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Chichén Itzd, Yucatdn: View from the North. A paved boulevard led from the
sacred well of the city in the north (lower left of the drawing) to the four-sided,
eight-story-high Temple of Kukulcan in the center. To the east, the Group of the
Thousand Columns, made up of plazas and temples and colonnades, once was 2
busy marketplace. To the west lay a huge ballcourt and athlenc compound.

MBI I

~ mpe

sy vl o 38
< ‘ g/
" ety ’l“ 'w P 4

‘.".“'\“ e

b (o 0 )

3~ » ¢

:
~ ; -
o
- W
- -

»
4.
.

4

YR
AEn

L T

. \J . -
..')* !,"v’-“* IJp
Aol el

The Patio of the Mercado, Chichén [tzd, The Mercado was the marketplace of

.s';' . ” . ' v .
the city, and this small patio, surrounding a recessed interior court, was at the EThe Gallery of the Mercado, Chtchcq Itz4. This building d!f“’dy faffd the large
’ : RF ’ squadrangle that held the numerous kiosks and stalls of Chichén Itz4’s busy mar-
rear of one of the Mercado’s main buildings. Masonry walls and plaster-coverec pd" - ilding itsclf I d thing of a courthouse
columns, set into a plaster-and-flagstone floor, supported wooden rafters and a fketplace. The bl."ld"-‘g IS¢ apparen; ydsgm a.sd.some d f The fagade of the
steeply pitched roof, designed to resist the high winds and heavy rains of the re- gwhere commercial disputes were settled by presiding judges. 2

fgallery was a colonnade of alternating round columns and rectangular piers, each
Fpainted with bands of brightly contrasting colors. Interior walls and doorways



“thn the king is ready to take a wife,” says the sixteenth-century caption for
tl.ns ll!usFranon from Florida, “he gives orders that from among the daughters of
his principal men the tallest and most beautiful shall be chosen. The newly se-
Icc.tcd queen is brought to him on a litter covered with the skin of some rare
animal and fitted with a canopy of boughs to shade her head.” Some early Euro-
pean explorers in this region favorably compared the precious jewelry and art-

\;ork of these peoples to those of the fabulously wealthy societies of Mexico and
eru.
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like Secotan, the Virginia town of Pomeioc was enclosed and guarded,
of about two dozen longhouses. This stylized engraving, entitled “An
n in His Winter Clothes,” shows Pomeioc in the background surrour-
sfully tended cornfields and groves of fruit trees. The accompanying ¢
s: “The country round Pomeiock is far more fruitful than England.”
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?“W'hilc hunting with some of my comrades in the forest, [ once saw Chief Satu-

g'iina: and his queen taking an evening walk. He was clad in a decrskin so exqui-
Fs'tcly prepared and painted with so many colors that I have never seen anything
more lovely. Two young men walked by his side carrying fans, while a third one,
.)v}th lictle gold and silver balls hanging at his belt, followed close behind him
{h'oldmg up his train. The qucen and her maidens were adorned with belts worn
either at the shoulder or at the waist, made of a kind of moss that grows on the
trees. This moss 1s woven into slender threads of a bluish-green color and 1s so

delicate in texture as to be mistaken for filaments of silk.”
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A young Seri Indian woman of southwest Texas or nothern Mexico.
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“Many of the islands produce an abundance of fruits. These are gathered twi
year, carried hore in canoes, and stored in low and roomy granaries, built o
stone and earth and thickly roofed with palm branches and a kind of soft ea
. « . There the Indians store everything they wish to preserve, and there they
for supplies whenever they need anything—no one fears being cheated. Indee
would be good if among Christians there were as little greed to torment men
minds and hearts.”

. young Navajo man of Arizona or New Mexico.
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The town of Secotan in Virginia, where “the people live happily together w!thout
envy or greed.” De Bry’s engraving, following John White’s painting, artificially
reduces the number and size of buildings and compresses the many activities and
features of village life here—from fields of corn and squash and pumpkins, to
patches of tobacco and sunflowers; from a firelit nighttime dance ceremony near
the bottom of the illustration, to hunting in the cleared and canopied forest at the
upper left. The accompanying text describes such villages as usually containing
from ten to thirty houses, ranging in size from about forty feet long and twenty
feet wide to roughly seventy-five feet long and thirty-five feet wide.
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A family from an unknown (possibly Bannock) southeastern Idaho people.
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