
Creative Writing COURSE Culminating

PLEASE Review back to the Course English of Writing especially
pages 58-62.

This assignment will contain questions about an essay that is titled
“How to Write an Essay” (see below), and an Essay with an Outline
(which should have at least three points with specific
supporting detail), THE TOPIC IS LISTED BELOW!

This assignment/culminating is graded out of 20:
10 points for the questions
10 points for the outline plus the essay.

“How to Write an Essay” (see below), by answering the
following questions (answer them in separate numbered
paragraphs).

FOUR QUESTIONS TO ANSWER
1. What is the thesis of the essay? Copy it exactly. What does it

promise? Does the paper develop what was promised by the thesis?
Yes or no? Explain.

2. What is wrong with the organization and content of the three main
points?

3. Some paragraphs have detail that is unnecessary or irrelevant. Give
me two examples of paragraphs that have detail that is unnecessary
or irrelevant and tell me what that detail is.

4. Are the points in the essay developed in a logical order? Tell me what
is logical or not logical.

5. What revisions would improve the writing sample? Make at least two
suggestions for revisions. Be specific. Would your revisions improve
the essay in content, in organization, or in communicative
effectiveness? Do not point out errors of spelling, punctuation, etc.



Essay with Outline.

Write an outline and a 3-point essay with at least 5 paragraphs (500
word minimum) on the following topic below. Essay should be
double-spaced: first lines of paragraphs should be indented. (See
Format and Submission Guide.)

ESSAY TOPIC

1. The use of antibiotics such as Tricloson in hand sanitizer,
and in other common products such as toothpaste, is or is
not more harmful than beneficial.



“How to Write an Essay”

(This is the sample essay for you to analyze briefly)!!

1. An essay can be either as good or as bad as you choose to make it.
However, assuming you want at least a moderately acceptable piece of work,
there are a few ways in which you can make sure any essay you come out
with will be, at the very least, understandable. Hopefully, the result of
following these three basic steps will be an essay that is enjoyable for your
audience and yourself. The main keys to writing a successful essay are
organization, focus, and revision.

2. The first step, the organization of your topic, is important not only in
supplying yourself with a clear outline of your essay and where you want to
go with it, but also in your understanding of your topic. Only through
sorting through your ideas can you pick out the ones that would be the most
interesting and rewarding for your readers. Remember to choose the points
that interest you most. You cannot hope to interest your reader unless you
can relate a certain amount of interest for your topic.

3. The next step in the organization of your topic is to write a thesis
statement, one that directs and controls the  content  and  shape  that your
essay is going to take. A thesis statement should cover all of the main points
you plan to go over in your essay. However, it shouldn’t be too general or
broad based. For example, “The French Revolution and its impact on France’s
politics, economy and society” is a thesis statement suitable for a 300-page
book and not for a 300-word essay. A more suitable essay topic would be
“King Louis XIV and his role in the French Revolution.” Even this narrowed
topic would have to be cut down in order to find a workable thesis.

4. The last step in the organization process is in the  organization  of your
work space. Before you sit down to write out that first draft, make sure that
your desk is uncluttered and that  you  have  everything  you may need before
you. Also, make sure that the room in which you are working is as free from
outside distractions as you can make it. Such distractions would include the
sound of the  television  blaring  in  the next room, or your younger  sister
practicing  her  violin  up  the  hall. Shut the door on such annoyances and
make sure you leave a clear Do Not Disturb sign on the door. It’s time to focus
on the work at hand.

5. A clear focus is important, not only in your writing, but also in what you
are writing. Stay within the bounds of your thesis, but remember, what you
write in your first draft is not being chipped in stone. You can always go back
later and revise it. For now, just try to enjoy the experience of writing. Don’t
be afraid to explore within the boundaries you have set for yourself. If you do
happen to wander a little, don’t



panic, you might just discover some new ground you could cover. Remember,
it’s still early in the game. If necessary, either the essay or your thesis
statement can be reworked. Some focus is necessary, however. For example,
your readers will not want to read an essay on the party you went to last
weekend if your thesis promised them information on the impact of the
monarchy in the French Revolution.

6. The last stage of the writing process is the revising and editing. Prepare to
take your rough draft and go over  it  in  detail.  This  is perhaps the most
important and time-consuming stage in your work. It is the moment when
you have to decide what areas of your essay need revision and what should
be cut out altogether. The  most  important thing you should do at this stage
is to read and reread your  essay,  and not just to yourself. Read it out  loud  to
an  imaginary  audience.  This will help you get a feel for how your essay
sounds and allow you to pick out any inconsistencies that may exist.

7. It is important that your essay has a natural flow and progression of
thought. You want to try and avoid jumping suddenly from one point to
another. There should be a smooth transition between each point. If a
transition feels too forced or obvious, it may indicate that your essay needs to
be reworked or reworded. Also, be on the look out for areas that over inform
your readers. You don’t want to bore your audience by repeating your points.
Chances are that your audience picked  up  on them the first time. However,
you don’t  want  to  oversimplify  your points either, leaving the reader
wishing you had explained something more clearly. The best way to spot
these errors is to ask a friend to read your essay for you. If he or she can
understand the point that you are trying to make, then it is safe  to  assume
that  your  intended audience will be able to do the same.

8. A far more basic item to be on the lookout for while proofreading are the
simple mechanical errors that we all make. It may be a good idea to have a
friend check for these as well since they can be particularly difficult to detect
in your own work. Remember, you can proofread your essay as many times as
you feel it is necessary, but try not to overwork the piece. There is a time to
stop.

Hint: If you know how to write a good essay, you
will be able to see what is wrong with this sample
essay!!!


