
UNIT 2 WK 6 Writing Assignment: Compare/Contrast Essay
- Due 11:59pm Sunday, March 28

Due  Sunday by 11:59pm  Points  100  Submitting  an external tool
Available  Mar 19 at 12am - Apr 9 at 11:59pm 22 days

In this unit, you will pre-write, draft, revise, and edit Essay #3 prior to submitting your
final product. 

Essay Assignment Guidelines

Essay #2:  Compare/Contrast Essay

Readings:
“Why I Write,” Joan Didion“

"Why I Write" George Orwell

Topic/Guidelines

Please write an essay in which you compare and contrast  the two
above essays.  Please avoid focusing solely on the authors’
biographical information.  Instead, focus on comparing the authors’
arguments, purpose and circumstances for writing each essay,
process, and/or rhetorical strategies. 



Helpful Tips

Use the discussion questions below to help you generate points of
comparison and contrast.

Do you think that Didion and Orwell have similar or different
motivations for writing?  Do they focus on similar topics?  
Do you think Didion and Orwell write with a similar audience in
mind? How would you describe the tone each uses to address the
audience?
The authors are offering their views of why they write.  What are the effects of
their writings?  What is the author's perspective of the effect of their work in
society?  

Remember that when you use someone else's words OR ideas, you
must document your source. When you quote directly OR when you
paraphrase another's words, you must document your source to avoid
plagiarism.  Do not use any outside summaries or analysis.

Length and
Minimum
number of
paragraphs

3-5 pages

6 or more paragraphs

Format

MLA format

MLA Style Center - MLA format guidelines
(https://style.mla.org/formatting-papers/)

Sample MLA-formatted paper

https://canvas.pasadena.edu/courses/1112708/pages/pcc-academic-integrity-policy
https://style.mla.org/formatting-papers/
https://depts.washington.edu/owrc/Handouts/Hacker-Sample%20MLA%20Formatted%20Paper.pdf


(https://depts.washington.edu/owrc/Handouts/Hacker-
Sample%20MLA%20Formatted%20Paper.pdf)

Documentation

Include in-text citations and a Works Cited page, formatted to MLA
guidelines.

MLA In-Text Citations
(https://courses.lumenlearning.com/englishcomp1/chapter/text-creating-
mla-citations/)

MLA Works Cited page tutorial
(https://courses.lumenlearning.com/englishcomp1coreq/chapter/mla-
formatting/)

PCC MLA Citation Quick Guide
(https://libguides.pasadena.edu/citing/mla)

Assignment
Rubric

English 1A Essay Rubric   
(https://canvas.pasadena.edu/courses/1112708/files/68861138/download?
download_frd=1)

 

https://depts.washington.edu/owrc/Handouts/Hacker-Sample%20MLA%20Formatted%20Paper.pdf
https://courses.lumenlearning.com/englishcomp1/chapter/text-creating-mla-citations/
https://courses.lumenlearning.com/englishcomp1coreq/chapter/mla-formatting/
https://libguides.pasadena.edu/citing/mla
https://canvas.pasadena.edu/courses/1112708/files/68861138/download?wrap=1
https://canvas.pasadena.edu/courses/1112708/files/68861138/download?download_frd=1


Copyright © 1998-2021 Turnitin, LLC. All Rights Reserved.
Helpdesk ! (https://help.turnitin.com/feedback-studio/lti/lti-home.htm)

Turnitin Error

Sorry, we could not process your request.

There was an issue accessing this assignment, please contact your instructor for more information.

https://help.turnitin.com/feedback-studio/lti/lti-home.htm

