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PEER REVIEW GUIDELINES

Students need to pay attention to the presence of the following traits and answer each of the following questions with a yes or no:

1.	Is the title page consistent with the paper requirement?  
2.	Is there an identifiable thesis statement in the first three paragraphs? 
3.	Does the author have a hypothesis or research question?  Does the author relate his/her hypothesis with a theory?  Does the author have at least three empirical articles?  
4.	Does the author provide an understandable description of their data? Do you understand their results?  Does the author have two tables for their paper? 
5.	Is there a further discussion of the results and a conclusion for the essay?  Has the paper fulfilled the minimum requirement for the number of pages?  Are pages numbered?  Does the author use the right style of citation for the essay? 
6.	Are there any spelling and grammatical errors in the paper?  Pay attention to the end-of-sentence punctuation, verb forms, agreement of subject and verb, use of apostrophe, and proper sentence sense.

With all the above elements of the paper present, you are now going to consider the following criteria before you give a grade to the essay: 

1. The paper is dishonest. (F)
2. The paper completely ignores the questions set. (D)
3. The paper is incomprehensible due to errors in language or usage and is not a whole.
4. The paper contains theory and three articles, but has very serious factual errors. 
5. The paper simply lists, narrates, or describes the empirical articles, hypothesis and theory.  Its description of variables is inaccurate or unclear. (C)
6. The paper correctly narrates empirical articles, describes the hypothesis, and has data to test the hypothesis, but the data to test it are: missing, incorrect, irrelevant, not sufficiently specific, all or partly obscured by errors in language or usage. 
7. The paper states a hypothesis, it relates it to the existing literature, and have two tables, but its report of the findings is unclear or confusing. 
8. The paper states a hypothesis, has empirical articles, has data and two tables with correct interpretation, but does not relate theory in its discussion of the test of the hypothesis. (B)
9. The paper states a thesis, avoids mindless regurgitation, has data, and presents the results of the analysis in two tables with sample size reported, but does not pay attention to the interpretation of the results, or misinterpret the results.
10. The paper contains a thesis and relevant articles, and discusses the data and correctly interprets the results, but forgets to discuss the limitation and/or future studies.
11. The paper has every element, but has some minor problems in language and grammar. (A)
12. The paper is cohesive, contains every element of requirement, and has no language problems. 
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