ENGL 112: The Final Research Paper


“What do I have to do?”
For your final paper, take a position regarding the topic you researched and present your well-informed opinion in a 10 to 15-page research essay. You must select and integrate sources, as well as develop a specific, persuasive argument using consistent style and documentation. 

“Sounds terrible. I’m so screwed.”

Don’t lose hope yet! Your paper will be broken up and organized using headings, so it might help to think of this as a group of small papers, rather than one large paper. Your main sections will look like this:
Part 1:  Introduction
· This is where you provide an overview of your topic, as well as the specific question you are addressing. Give a short background of the various stances that can be taken on the issue. Assume that your audience is uninformed about the topic.
· Introduce your thesis.

Part 2: Rationale 

· Prove your thesis in an organized fashion. Do some planning beforehand: what do you need to prove first? List your main points and find the strongest evidence you have that supports your points. Make use of headers—they help your audience follow you.
· The best scholars show that they have considered the issue from all sides. Bring in other authors and voices. Summarize, evaluate, and analyze the arguments of others, especially those who disagree with you. How does your argument consider/adapt to/outweigh/refute their opinions?
Part 3: Conclusion
· Think about the future. What needs to happen next in this debate? Where should researchers go from here?

Part 4: Works Cited/References (These don’t count towards the page limit)
· 10-15 sources, cited using a consistent style (APA and MLA are popular options)
· Only include the sources you’re using in your paper. Don’t include your whole annotated bibliography unless you cite every source in-text.

In addition to these sections, you can use subheadings to keep yourself organized and make your tasks more manageable. We’ll discuss this more in class.
“I’m going to end up writing this the night before, I just know it. I hate myself.”
No, you won’t. We’ll break this project up and do a little bit of revision every day. Check Canvas and the syllabus to see the due dates for each stage of the revision process. The night before each of these dates, prepare the materials you need to bring and post them on Canvas. 
Keep the following in mind:

1) A portion of your grade depends on your ability to bring drafts and participate in class every day.

2) Following the due dates will save you from having to pull an all-nighter. 

3) When you’re feeling worried or have writer’s block, use the resources available to you (teacher, Writing Center, classmates). 
Getting Started on Outlines/ Drafts:
Consider the following questions before/as you draft: 
· What, exactly, is the issue or controversy being researched?
· What background does your audience need to know to understand the complexity of the issue?

· What is interesting/important/relevant about this issue?
· What are the specific arguments (theses) you could make in response to the issue?

· How can you break your arguments down into logical points? 

· What other authors’ perspectives on the issue inform and influence your research?
· How do these authors’ arguments relate to each other? How do they relate to your argument? 

· What conclusion can you make or solution can you propose as a result of your argument? 

