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The Five Ways T~
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: f God can be shown in five ways. The firg;
The existence o otion. (1) Now it is certain, and our SENSES corrohgy..,. . 2ken
from the ldezf‘ Otfh ip world are in motion. (2) But everything whic, is i:l it, thy,
some things In t.hl's else. (3) For nothing is in motion except i w '
moved_b}f s ;;t!i;on to that towards which it is in motiop (4) Noy ILis
potentiality mel;let in so far as it is in actuality. For to cause Movement jq r?c,g:‘.ng
causes moVetI)T;ing something from potentiality to actuality; but 5 thin Canngtl?)
else Lhanftom otentiality to actuality except by something which €Xists i gy e
br.oughtfsfexfmple, that which is hot in actuality, like fire, makes Wood, Whi(}ll-;
;hctp)r(;l?rsl’lot in potentiality, to be hot. in actuality, and the'reby causes movemer, in
itand alters it. (5) Butitis not possible that the same thing should be at the same
time in actuality and potentiality in relaFlon to t}}e same thing, but only in rel,.
¢ tion to different things; for what is hot in actgallw cannot at the same time b
hot in potentiality, though _it is at Fhe same time colq in pote_nUahty. (6) It is

impossible, therefore, that in relation to the same thing and in the same way

anything should both cause movement and be caused, or that it should cayse

itself to move, (7) Everything therefore that is in motion must be moved by

something else. If therefore the thing which causes it to move be in motion, this

oo must be moved by something else, and so on. (8) But we cannot proceed to
because in that case there would be no first mover, and in

over; for secondary movers do
first mover, as, for example, a
y the hand. Therefore it is nec-
which is moved by nothing else. And this is
stand God (o be,

Efficient Cause. (1) For we find
der of efficient causes. (2) Butwe
€ prior {q Tt any.thmg is the efficient cause of itself

T c;tself, Which g impossible, (3) Now it is not
ISt is the Cause Zr;t t(lilau.ses. (4) For if we arrange in orderal

¢ mtermediate, and the intermediaté

o B N | - St



N the cause of the
la;
remove a cause lh;t:{;heu] =
causes, neither will €CLis re nte
infinity in efficie there be ot -
be no ultimate Nt Causeg (1. 25t e Y e
1 u leale eﬁ‘e : s ther 3 or al » lf » Uﬂl’ym -
T : i ct no € will CTe is ng € (5) Buy
herefore it is r any ;i be 1 if we
k b necessy Y intery, firg ¢ (6) B oNng effici
& and this men to i icie L if iCient
) call God Suppo ate effi s - Proc
hy ' S the exiyy 1 CASes, whict s there v
t Istene s which i ere will
0 € of som & clearly fy
i g THIRD WAY: T ® 6t efficien cans
S i TH : THE ARGUMENT Tt cause
S The Third Way re CONTINGEN
g sts on the i Cy
Uhe as follows: (1) Now we fi 1€ idea of the =
ot are capable of existi Ind that there cOntingent” and the «
s b Bt AIsung and of are certain th; the “necessary”
lich, rought into existence and ot existing, f in things in the Universe 1
i b_emg or not being. (2) But i t_ht‘:n deStroyeﬁ’ or we find that se ;:::T‘:c which
<o kind, because anything Wh'lthls- Impossible f(.';l‘aar]l;i ﬂif)n.’iequenﬂy i ;atnis are
e does not exist. (3) If ﬂlerefl;r 18 capable of not exil“,gs which exist to Sot'eﬁ?f
o time when nothing existed ixf t‘ﬁl Thlngs are capam:u;fg’ at some time or olh:r
s also be nothing in existence n € Universe. (4) Buy if[::-:'t existing, there was a
i . begin to exist except by th ow; because anything th 15 I8 true there would A
wa pt by the agenc ything that does not exi
mSY fore there was once nothing whi %Of something which has exi ot exist cannot \
; ; : : st
i be anything to begin to exist, and ;((; nextllls:[ ed, it would have been fr?l(l:)zsgbt{w;e-
Lhiz fals.e. Therefore all things are not :Onglg would exist now. (5) This is cli:aﬁr
s which is necessary in the Universe. (6) Bthgem' anfl there must be sométhin:;
ot : has or has not the cause of its necessity fr;;frythmg _which is necessary either
5 possible to proceed to infinity in necessary thiar? Ou[fl‘.de source. Now it is not
se Z necessity, as has been proved in the case of cfﬁci%sn‘thz:fE ha;_;a B
u;c— essary to suppose the existence of something which is r‘::ccss:.:f?r:cis: lﬁnec-
S having the cause of its necessity from any outside source but which i g e
is is £ & g g i , but which is the cause
of necessity in others. And this “something” we call God.
TH
_E FOURTH WAY: THE ARGUMENT FROM DEGREES OF EXCELLENCE
- . The Fourth Way is taken from the degrees which are found in things. (1) For
»1we among different things W€ find that one is more o less good or true ot noble;
[6 i : End likewise in the case of other things of this kind. (2) But the words “more " Or
5101 Iless” are used. of different things n proportion ?15 they app.rox.lmate m. their
1311 different ways to something which has the parucglar quality 1n the highest
e e o ing boua WA LI e, N
. Whlch is hot in the highest degree. There 15 therefore sgmetg{ng {Trt }11(; t:‘s ttrluet
1 . ; i nd noble 1 ighes
4 N the highest degree good 1N the highest degree and : ghes
.ziFfr degl'ee' (3) Bl o ’ uenﬂy there must be also somethlng Wthh has bemg mn
. i which are true in the highest degree also have

the highest degree. For things



. Aristotle, Metaphysics, 2). (4) By
. ' - degree (se€
n [he hlghffSl

being ! lity of any kind in the highest degree is alsq thcatl“g;tlgén%

, - 0 - &0 : Alse o
which has afiﬁgtflll(?n(g‘aaslt};or example, fire which is hot in the highest ‘flﬂgree '
all things ol cbee

¢ a1l hot things (as is said 1n the same book). (5) Therefor, i
the caus;:mi]lg which is the cause of being, a:ind goodness, and of eVery perf.
(S SO | i
fjil; i all existing things; and this we call Go

THE FIFTH WAY: THE ARGUMENT FROM HARMONY

The Fifth Way is taken from the way in which nature 1s governed. ( 1) For we |
observe that certain things which lack knowledge, such as natural bodies, work i
tor an End. This is obvious, because they always, or at any rate very frequently, i
operate in the same way so as to attain the best possible result. (2) Hence it is
clear that they do not arrive at their goal by chance, but by purpose. (3) But
those things which have no knowledge do not move towards a goal unless
they are guided by someone or something which does possess knowledge and

inFelligel}ce——e.g., an arrow by an archer. Therefore, there does exist some-
thing which possesses intelligence by which all natural things are directed to
their goal; and this we call God.



