COMS 440 – Cultural Studies & Performance Criticism 
Instructor: Dr. Rebecca Clark Mane

Assignment #3: The Room and “Death of the Author”  
OBJECTIVES AND OVERVIEW:
Two Parts:

· Reflect on how meaning is contested, collective, “unintentional” and how messages can be “Read against the grain,” thus empowering audiences 

· Officially reward you for surviving The Room. Congratulations. You are now part of an elite movie viewing audience.

· Provide you an opportunity to individually process, reflect, and discuss your movie viewing experience with this text.

FURTHER DETAILS:
· 1-2 pages
· Due Next Week, July 22. 
· Reflection (You don’t have to answer these all, just in general what was this movie like and how did you make sense of it in light of our “Reading against the Grain” perspective)?:

· What did you think the Room would be like? Did anything surprise you? 

· How did you feel about the movie?

· Was it enjoyable? Was it uncomfortable? Awkward? Painful? Annoying? Funny?

· What was the best part of the experience? What was the worst part? 

· How do you think your viewing experience was affected by the context – meaning, did you watch it collectively with the class online, alone at home, with a friend?
· In what way does this movie require “Reading against the Grain” in order to be “watchable?” If you had to come up with an empowering take-away from the failure and then inadvertent success of this film, what might you say about it? (such as “Don’t take yourself too seriously” or “The Lotus only grows in mud” )  

